AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

Al d D a Mahodoology for Tracking
Underreported Financial Flows

Version 1.2

September2015

AustinM. Strange, Bradley PatrkSharles Perland Harsh Desai

AidData is goint initiative of Development Gateway, the College of William and Mang Brigham Youngniversity
DEVELOPMENT ILLIAM
‘Q?)’GATEWAY OMARY BYU

www.aiddata.org info@aiddata.org



AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

Special Thanks

The authors are indebted to all the researchers at thell€ge of William and Mary and the
National University of Singapore who have contributed to this project over the last two years.
We would like to take a moment to recognize each of them for their outstanding research
assistance.

College of William and Mar

Alex Miller, Dylan Kolhoff, Jaclyn Goldschmidt, James Juchau, Sarah Christophe, Alexandra
Foster, Kevin McCrory, Kyle Titlow, Wen Chen, Yaging Wen, Patrick Leisure, Henrique Passos
Neto, Grace Perkins, Amber Will, Ze Fu, Hanyang Xu, Xiao Liu, Wen XialyEpiu, Daniel

Lantz, Catherine Crowley, Faith Savaino, Melanie Gilbert, Torey Beth Jackson, Tiffanie Choi,
Becca Thorpe, Darice Xue, Jiaorui Jiang, Junrong Zhu, Ze Fu, Zach Baxter, Yue Zhang and
Graeme Cranston Cuebas, Alexandra Pancake, David RicegrYheéi, Jade Li, Echo Zhong,
Mengfan Cheng, Erya Yang, Adriane Lopez, Natalie Santos, Karthik Kumarappan, Liliana Besosa
and Kamran Rahman.

National University of Singapore

Silvia Tieri, Clara Lee Yen Yin, Hanissa Bte Sa'Ad, Nasuha Selamat, aritar| Marissa Ng,
Marissa Foo, Ling Yu Huang, H. Barath, Wong Zhen Jie, Isaac Christian, Mah Jia Wei, Shameer
Yaqin B Muhammad Noor.

Andreas Fuchs and Axel Dreher were also instrumental in helping us define flow type and flow

class categorization metds. We are also very grateful to Robert Mosolgo, a former Project

Manager at AidData who created the online TUFF coding interface and Alex Atkins, who

currently manages thmterface We woul d al s o Donneleaformergroeetn k Br
manager bthe TUFF teamCharles Perla, who currently manages the teamd Jiaorui Jiang, a

senior research assistant who contributed significantly to the development of this version of the
methodology The authors are solely responsible for any errors in thisutaent.



AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

Table of Contents

TUFFCodebook

Stage One

Stage Two
Appendix Best Practices for MaximiZibg-RVorkflow Efficiency
Appendix BNotes on Chinese Language Searches
Appendix C: Personnel Outreach and Crowdsourcing
Appendix D: Flow Type and Flow Class
Appendix E: Pledges and Commitments
Appendix F: Donor Intent
Appendix GBcreenshots to Demonstrate Search and Data Caltaegse®
AppendiX: Database Variable Definitions
Appendix ICrowdsourcing Protocol

Appendid Google Scholar Searches

AppendiX: Webscraping Aid Information Management Systems

Appendix: TUFF Checklist

AppendiM: Health of Record Scoring Criteria

Appendix NAutomated Coding Rulesgjical Inconsistency Ché&ckgectemplates
AppendiX>: Tracking Gulf Cooperation Council Donors

Appendix:Rseoreferencing TUFF Data

37

40

43

45

50

52

56

61

68

70

71

75

78

80

83

86



AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

Introduction

The global development finance landscape is charapid)y Whereas several large multilateral
development banks and Western governments once acted as the primary sources of
developmenfinance the "market” forexternal grants and loans now characterized by a wide
variety of actors with diverse interests and capabiliti€kein and Harford2005 Brainardand
Chollet 2007;Manning 2006DA 2008;Woods 2008;The Economist 2009; Fengler and Kharas
2010; Severino and Ray 2010). Global reporting systems have not kept pace with these changes.
China, Venezuel&razil, Indiaand Irartogetherreportedly providetens of billions of dollars of
development finance each ye&@V/#lz andRamachandra®011). However, none of these
sovereign governments have opted to participate in existing reporting systems, such as the
OECD's Creditor Reporting Systeif©ECD CRS) the International Aid Transparency Initiative
(IATI), or AidDatar This makes it difficult tainderstandhe nature,scale, distributionand

impact of the development finansepplied bythese actorsfueling uncertainty and speculation
about the inentions ofnon-Western donors.

In an attempt to help address this isséedDatahasdevelopedanopen sourcedata collection
methodlogy, called Tracking Underreported Financial FIdGWEFF) to collectproject-level
datafrom suppliers of official fimece who do not participation in global reporting systems
Political scientists, economists, sociologists, geographers, and computer scientists have
previously usedpen source andanediabasedmethodologiego trackingviolent and non
violent conflictincidents; document the scale, scope, and impact of natural anennaaie
disasters; and study patterns of political interaction and sentinféctirfodtand Gernerl994;
King and Lowe 2003; Shellman 20D8etaru2010;Raleigh et al. 201X onamineand Schrodt
2011; EMDAT 2012; Hendrix et al2012. However,until recently the study ofofficialfinance
has not yet benefited from the systematic applicatioswfhmethods. Several daoc efforts
were undertakenprior to the creation of the TUFF methodologput none hal resulted in
systematic, transparerandreplicable data collection procedures (Foster et al. 2008; Lum et al.
2009; Gallagher et al. 2012)

Thiscodebookoutlinesthe set of TUFFprocedures thathave beerdeveloped, tested, refined,
and implemeted by AidDatastaff and affiliated faculayg the College of Willian& Mary and

! Russiadoes provideaggregate aid statistics to the OECD. However, it does not provide prejetl data on
outgoing Russian aid flows.
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Brigham Young Universitywe first employed these methods to achievepecfic objective:
documeningthe known universef Chineseofficialfinan@ projects in Africafrom 2000 to
2011 (Strange et al. 2@B). Since the launch dhis datasetfwe have appliethe data collection
proceduresoutlinedin this document to track projecteveldevelopment activitiesponsored
by four Gulf Cooperation Council donorgseeAppendix O and Venezuel&hese data
collectionexercises havdemonstratedhat TUFF can be successfudlypliedto other official
finance suppliers.

AidDatacodersfollow a standardizedet of proceduresat each stage of thdata collection
process By documentirg eachprocedurein thiscodebook we seek to expose our method®
external scrutinyand thereby collect constructive feedback that can be used to inform
improvements tofuture version of the codebookSince publishingur initial project-level
dataset on Chineseofficialfinance to Africaon china.aiddata.ong April 2013 we havereceivel
substantiafeedback from usersvhichhasin turn helpedus to fine-tune our methodsand
enhance the accuracy, precision, and usefulness of thengaggnerateWe intend to continue
improvingthe methodologybased on constructive criticism amgput from users of the data
and otherinterested parties

Methodological Changes Since 1.1

Since the release of the 1.1 version of the TUFF methodology in January 20D4ta#has
continued to refine its methodology by identifying new sources of primary data and identifying
systematic sources of bias that can be corrected or minimized. The 1.2 version of the
methodologyreflects the following changes

1) Expandedniversefanformation repositories scraped by toUdfudeid information
managemerdystemsEconomic and Commercial Coungelisitesand more academic
sources

Aid informationmanagemensgystems (AIMSare rich sources oproject-level information
managd by recipient governmentslany of these systems are open to public users and provide
detailed information about the status, size, and location of development projects. This

2 AidData'sTUFF methodologys based in part on the methodology developedtbir e Wo r | PdiblidPrvatk 6 s
Infrastructure Advisory Facility (PPIAfoster et al. 2008).
% Questions, comments, and feedback can weaded to the authors ordata@aiddata.org.
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information can be used to supplement existing records in the TUFF datase¢mtifidnew
projects which do not appear elsewhefe

Another additional information repository AidData hkesreraged specific to ourChinese
officialfinance data collection effofisare Economic and Counselor websites operated by the
Chinese Ministry o€Commerce.Like embassy websites operated by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, hese Economic and Counselaebsitesare recipientspecific anaften containpress
releases el at e d etomom( Adtivitiasdnsgivencountry, some of whichgualify as
sources ofofficialfinance

Our team has also developed more rigorous methods for identifying academic attiates
containproject-levelofficial financénformation.As with Factiva searcheRAsinput a
standardized, recipiefiévelsearch phrase to Google Scholar and then examine search
output. Our team also employed snowball samplieggmininghe citation list of each article
we found for other potential projectevel information repositoried-or the 0ChineseOfficial
Fnance to Africa datasetthese improved methodeesulted in the identification of more than
100new academigournal articles, working papers and dissertatiosed to update information
over 600project records®

2) Improvediata standardizatidmy nerging project fields with plog¢ential to be coded non

systematicalys pec i f i Officeloi ma&md¢ er ets®. Afri cad project

We have mergedseveralproject variableghat have proven problematic to coda a systematic
manner During an internal data qualigudit we found ttat idiosyncratic decisiommade by

individuakcoders had resultedinneay st emat i cckcodéngndf omonet aryao

Given thatthe Chinese government ofterelies upondo t ukreny 6 piri.e.,phgsical s
infrastructure projectghat are funded bythe Chinese government, constructed by Chinese
firms, and handed over to the recipient government to mairaiinis often difficult to clearly
differentiate betweed rkni nd 6 and 0 mdmaddreasrthis@roldenoarriears
created a é6sivmglieabd Gr aafitd ndécadddombhedianyo
si ngl e&Vaidle.ant

4 It is important to note that not every develapg country has araid information management systemd some
systems are either poorly maintained imaccessibléo public usersAs such, this step of the methotbgy is only
implemented when it is feasible to do so.

® Our team has found that academic articles do not generally contain new project records not identified in other
information repositorieshowever, they usuallgo contain rich project details for asttiesthat arealready

captured in the database.

gr a
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3) Developed project templates for reci@hingese aid activit{@seAppendix Nor full
detail

For t he OffiahFii measnec e applicatidri athie TUEB methodologyye have
designed several project templates to reduce coding inconsistencies that can emerged when
differentRAs create project records for similar activities. These project templates diFo&s

on how to code certain recurringChinesedevelopment activities like medical team, Confucius
Institutes andSpecial Economic Zones. The templates specify specific databasevigitis
mustbe coded for certain project activities.

4) (reated automated coding rules related to spedifig fageries and project types and
developed methods for identifyiogcts which violated these coding(8desAppendix N
for full detai)s

Another methodologcalinnovationd that we have at presentonly appliekdo t he o0 Chi nese
OfficialFinance in Afria datasetd isthe introduction ofa series of automated decision rules

which aredesigned tadentify and correct instances in which coders assign a project to an

incorrect flow class or attribute an incorrect flow type to a funding agefoy.exampleChina
Development Bank (CDB) explicitly offers financamgcommercialyather thanconcessional

terms. This means that all CDB financing shouldabsignedtoth® OOCIFi ke é f |l ow c | as
Similarly, theChina Exportimport Bank offers both loans and expastedits at commercial and
concessional rates, but does not offer grants or interigse loansA new automated coding

rule has therefore been introduced to disallow the possibility of any grant or intdrestloan

from the China Exporimport Bank.
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The Two Stages of the TUFF Methodology

Aid D a tTHRFmethodologyis divided into two stagesnd also includes many supplementary
steps that refine the data collection and organization pro&snceptually, the primary
difference between Stage One a8thge Two is that the former focuses on general searches,
while the latter is concerned with projeetpecific dataDuring Stage Oneprojectsundertaken

in a particular country andupported by a specifgupplier of development finantebe it a
sovereigngovernment multilateralinstitution, nongovernmental organizatipor private
foundatiorii are identified througlFactivaa Dow Jone®wned media databasEactiva draws

on approximately28,000 media source worldwide in 23anguages. Mosff thesesources are
newspapers, radio artélevisiontranscripts.Next, RAssearchrelevantgovernment websites
including Chinese Embassy websites, Economic and Commercial Counselor websites recipient
aid informationmanayementsystems(AIMS)to identify other potential projectswhich might
have been overlooked by media sources.

In Stage TwpRAsconduct tailoredsearche®n individual project recordsvith Google and

Baidut o confirm or di s c oanfliefinetheaccyracyqgr &record.s exi st e
During these searchd®Ascan uncover additional (a) media reparts) other donor or

recipient government documersloan agreements, budget documents, project

documentation(c) country briefings from the IMF, Worlda®k or African Development Bank

(d) information from implementing company websjt& multimedia evidence of project

activitiedi photos and YouTube videp§) and briefings or press releases fordountry

NGOs. Finally, with countsevel searches in @gle ScholarRAs identify academic articles

that may have additional projettvel aid information on a specific recipient.

In what follows, we provide stepby-step guidedocumentinghow to track underreported
financial flowsAfter describing the cee methodology, we provide a multitude of appendices to
introduced supplementary steps in the TUFF proc®sasevisit china.aiddata.orfpr AidData
video tutorials and a list of fregently asked questions dmow to apply our methodology
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Stage One: Conducting Media Searches to IdentifyPotential Projects

The objectives of Stage One are to identify potential projects within a defined research scope and
standardize the initial infotima into discrete project entfiéss entails performing general searches

across several different information repositr@screating these new project records prioritize the
oTitl ed 0Se variablespas thesel fieldslamre impantasulieequent rounds of searches,
duplicates checks, and flow class déding. t h eOfficidFh innaenscee 6 pr oj ect , USE
templates containedAppendix N.

There are four distinct information repositories our researchers have searched durigg Sta
One. Depending on the donor of interest, these information sources may vary.

1) Searching Factiva

The first step in Stage One is to access Factismge One searches are conducted for a single
donor-recipient pairingat a time Selectboth donor ard recipient entities and establish a
consistent set O6fsépabptatedabghobedmbor each c
terms for Libyaincluded ( Li bya or Li by a’ifteothe danorlandtecippent Tr i p o |
entities have been selectemmnect both groupings of root seal
order to optimize resultsO Near 506 i s u ® othelr donnecting termgsuctads | e

0 A N Dbécausehe search yield will only include articles in which the donor and recipient

root terms are located within five words of each othelnsert these terms into the Factiva

OFree Text Searcho box.

After the donor and r eci pi eoffitialfibarceknesy waorred sion si enrt
the search box as well as a specified date rampese keywords are donespecific and created

by AidData staff after per f oofficialfinagnce pativiesi mi nar y
Before implementing a search phrase, a program manager will test it to ensure that it delivers
relevant Factiva outg.. The full list of aid keywords are given in the example search below.

select a search year Factivaselect theEnter Date Ranggtion in the search boxand enter

A tutorial on the Factiva database is availalsitne
8 Given that many development finance projects are announced in the cayitaisipient countries, it is often
useful to include the recipientds capital city in the |


http://factiva.com/learning/F-646InsideOutguide.pdf

AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

January 21and December 31of the desired year as the startand end dategg.0 01/ 041/ 2010
12/ 31/°20106)

Donor, recipient, aid keywords, and year are the four base search term groupings for Stage

One searching. Other than the oOnear56 between
base search ter ms ar eseaschpoaThianmeans thdivghinamediBo i n  t
source,the base search terms can appear anywhere in the text and are not restricted to appear
within five words around the donor and recipient root termidere are exampls of base

search termghat the team ha for different projects

(China or Chinese or Chin*) ndarigola or Angolan or Angol* or Luanda) AND (assistance or grant
or loan or concession* or donadonor or interesée or interest or preferential or joint fund or
finance or package or id)

(Veneaela or venez* or Caracas) n¢@rtba or cuba* or La Habana) AND (cooperacion or

cooperacion técnica or coope* or colaboracion or asistencia or asesoria or asesoramiento or asesor*
proyecto or programa or fondo or intercambio de expeté&rsamino de funcionarios or

intercambio de experiencias or intercambio de conocimientos or pasantia* or seminario* or
capacitacidon or proyecto* or programa* or socio* or ayuda mutua or becas or transparencia de
conocimientos or financiacion or financia)nie

(Saudi Arabia or Saudi or Saud* or Riyadh) neRexc{pien} or (assistance or assist* or grant
or loan or concession* or donat* or interedtee or joint fund or package or aid or
humanitarian or oil aid or saudi development fund or saudi red cresaewaleed or
foundation or ministry)

(Qatar or Qatari or Qatar* or Doha) near5 (Bangladesh or Bangladeshi or Bangladesh* or
Dhaka) AND (assistance or assist* or grant or loan or concession* or donat* or interest
or joint fund or package or aid dnumanitarian or oil aid or foundation or ministry or budget
support or silatech or zakat)

°When performing Factiva searches, be sure that your se
should seledth a&dlel 0d anguaged field you should select 0
to better organize workflow when scraping Factiva output.

®Searches are conducted for media reports one year at ¢
valiable needs to be set by the coder in Factiva, a; d above, but does not appear in the Factiva search box.
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(WpHYE pr HKAHELLIA or buinHEpeCLFp MTh HBbr dvpib Hep M Th HRg Brh A HOr A FKFHB
wAY »or K p Lbr 4iKrhB g »{b »xxor 4EKFHB wTpp or wke) AND (asr #pnears
(WiMTH Hp

SeeAppendixG (Screenshot #1Lfor an example Stage One search input.

After clickh g 0 S d~activavhl reviealthe magnitude of media reporting on the donor

recipient pair in question for a given time period. Naturally, search yields vary in size depending
on the scope and range of activities between the donor and recipient$egirch yields merely
represent the universe of news reportgithin Factivaand not the true of amount of potential
valuable media sourcednce generated, search yields should be sofretho o | dest t o
newest 60 t adesatd nore wady ideetify andgnore duplicateeports.

The next step is to identify individual projects by extracting projeselinformationthrough

examination of relevant media articles in the Factiva search yield. Throughouritilaigprocess

of turning search results intonique projects within a databasene should seekt®@ c ast t he
netaswidelyapossi bl e. 6 I n order t o elewldataecollection,s oOonet
it is important to:

1. Examine the title and passages where the base keywords are located ewery article in

the search yield to identifgourceswith potentially valuable and salient projdetel
information.Sp e c i f i c askalcly pagabtenaticallypraparesa 2-3 sentencepreview of
each media reportshowing the relevant sectioof the media report where base search terms
are found.Scarsource previewghat display aluster of search termswhich potentially
reference aspecific project (and not, for example, a list of countries present at a multilateral
meeting).The resource equirements for this process depend on the search yields for various
donor-recipient pairings. Some pairings may generate under 100 afficlese yearwhile

others may generat®ver 50,000. It is critical thatodersdo not alter their data extraction
approaclhii they must go through the same motions for the entire search yield, regardless of
the quantity of articles:

SeeAppendixG (Screenshot #pfor an examplef a Stage One search yield.

1 To improve workflow for donorrecipient pairings with high search resutissearch assistantan break down a
year into months or quarters ahperform searches individually for those sections.
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2. Readcarefullythrough reportsthat have beendentifiedaspotentially contaimgvaluable
data. Typicallpne will need toopen several articles simultaneously in new tabs.

3. Extractdataand createa new pr oj ect enlinedatgbast and paeth®at ad s
relevantcontents(not the entire articleofthe news article into the bo
D e s c r i ipcluding imtexicitation of the article title in parentheseknter values for all

variables in the database where quantifiable datepisrted for a project:* All recipients

should be listeddr any article that mentions a project between one donor and multiple
recipients.Because these initial project records serve as the foundation for subsequent

research, it is important to present information in a clear and conos@éner A project titled
ointerestl oandé pr echanodMeOF ClOaMs © fd emtserbt mi | | i on U
loan forschool construction 6

When creating project entries, use the following titling formula (this is only a title guide, if
information is missing, adapt thermula):

[Donor Country or Organization] [Status] [Activity/Flow type ] [Dollar Amount]
[ Recipient/ Location]

Example: [Donor Organization]China EXIM Ban[Status]Pledgeg$Activity/flow type]
Infrastructure Loan ofDollar Amount] $100 Million USD to Kenpala Housing Project

It is also essential to code the status of newly identified projects correctly Appendix Eor
compl ete status coding guide). A projectos st
AidData reports and can influencea§e two searches.

4. Createa project entry for any and every potential project identified whiaight be perceived
asa possibleofficial financgroject. This includes every project that is:

2 Dependingon customized personalettings Factivaautomaticalljogsusersout after five minutes of inactivity.

BAi dDat @dsedodirg interfaces available at china.aiddata.org. Researchiesare interested in

replicatihngAi d Dat ads process need not wuse this -feeerdata.cul ar int
However, if one is working collaboratively with a team of researchers to build a single dataset, we strongly

recommend us of a single, secure, customized, wedsed database. Researchers who would like to explore the

possibility of usindhi d Dat @dsed cadiaginter hould send an emaihfo@aiddata.org

14 SeeAppendix Hfor a detailed list of database
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a. announced but not necessarily implemented

b. vaguely iddified and unable to be confirmed by only reading one report

c. ambiguous as to whether it is an aid project or simply a-oomcessional bilateral
flow

SeeAppendixG, Screenshot #3 for an example of Stage One project data input.

5. Create a resource antry for eachsource used to identify a project, filling eachdigiltle,

source URL, resource type, author, publisher, publish date, and publisher location) when the
information is availabl&/hen saving a resource from Factiva, or any other site behipdy

wall, click the o0DondTthef edfceht cthhd shetiEVHiofuer cvweidl Im
the resource URL to preserve its informatipim case of site crash or removal of the resource.
Resources are stored independent from project entries,vailhgy multiple projects to be linked

to a single resource.

6. Create a project title. Titles provide information about projects without requiring users to
open the actual project record. As such, they should be succinct and effective, providing the
most mportant information in a small space. Generally, researchers should follow the following
design when creating a project title:

Funding Organizatidrrlow Type + Project Activity + Project Name

Sometimes there may be no specific organization nametiebetcases there is no need to
write "China" or "Chinese government,” which would be redundant since that information is
already avail ab |Mporeaver, sametenesdhe tiow type@ndfor pmjectname
are also uncertain. If flow type is unkmp, use a generic term like "fund" or "finance." If the
specific project name unknown use (prioritized in this order) subnational location, capacity
or amountto distinguish the project title from other records

Examples:

OExim Bank export sellers edit for Nam Mang 3 Hydropower Station (3 )6
(#38674"

"200,000 USD cash grant for tsunami relief" (#34%60)

15 When it is known, include the Chinese name of the project. This will facilitate future searches.
16 Unless otherwise specified, titles assume that the government of the official financier is the funding
agency.
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" Donation of 30 Fire Trucks in Phnom Penh" (#33134)

" Chinese Firm Donates to Schools in ABuf#31016}"

2) Searching Donor Government | nformation Systems

Thispurpose of thigep is to gath@rojectevebfficiafinance data made available by donor. This
may seem counterintuisireehe TUFF methodology targefspliers aifficiafinance who
generally do not publish much iafitomabout their overseas activitegevemanydonos dostill
providesomeanformation thatanenhancéhe quality aéxisting project records habpidentiy

other potential projedtghilethis informatiois rarel}comprehensive, it is stiéiful to collect.

Solely using media reports to tradificialfinance creates the risk of misinterpreting

information, particularly for noibAC donors who often administeofficialfinance through

modalities poorly understood by Western observeFor example, media outletsften report

ono @ g a d enaetgimgddonors offer tovarious Africargovernments. Theseulti-billion-

dollar deals araisuallyannouncedvith much fanfare gpress conferencesut careful

gualitative research has shown that a sigaift number of these deals are eventually cancelled,
mothballed, or scaled back (Brautigam 2011a). Without making a concerted effort to "follow

the money" from a projectds initial announcem
of over-counting(Brautigam 2011a).

To overcome the problems associated with overreliance on media reports, the TUFF
methodology also employs targeted searchedaior andrecipientgovernmentwebsitesfor
project information While suchog o sadirceswhich include ernassy cables, press releases,
annual reports, and ministry websitesuallydo not containcomprehensiypeoject-level
information,they enhance data quality by providiteghnicaldetailslacking irmedia reports.

To effectivelycollectrelevant information from official sourcedk As must first become familiar
with the development agencies active in a recipient couatrg therecipient government
ministries that manage development finance infldwsidentify the ministries or agencies of
interest, exanine the administrative structures of the donor and recipient of interési. the
o0Chi Oféceal& i nanc e datacoledtioniexerxigeve identified several rich sources
of projectlevel information published by both donor and recipient governteeChina
publishes detailed information about development activitiesa@mtry-specific embassy
(operated by MFA) and Economic aBdmmercialCounselor websites (operated by

"By including AChinese company, 0 we can signal that thi
funder is not known.
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MOFCOM).For another TUFF data collection project tracking Saudi aid, we fohatcthe
Government of Saudi Arabia issued press releases about external financing on its US embassy
webpage. When scraping government information systems, it is important to perform extensive
desk research in advance of data collection to identify akiptesinformation repositories.

We also identified recipieatnanaged Aid Information Management Systems as another rich
source of project dataThese government operated information systems may vary when
applying TUFF to other donors.

SearchinGovernent Websites

To web-scrapeanembassy website, review each pagedevelopment project announcements

or updatesin both the donor languagand English. The pages for news/press releases,
OEconomic and Trade RelationsptodoandeoOhbemoEKk
valuable pages fé&tesearch AssistanR@A) sdo review. For Economic and Counselor websites,

the pages oBil ater al Cooper at i o rcantaiotGeomosher ci al
valuable project information.

To web-scrgpe these pges, repeat steps-@ from Factiva searches.

Important NotedDo not assume that the English languagesions of the websitgvill contain all
the information as the native language versibims means thaRAsmust perform webscraping
in both languages.

3) Searching Recipient Information Systems

Many developing countriggack and publish information about incoming aid flows throagh
informationmanagemensystems(AIMS) Many of these systems are publicly available and offer
detailed information atwut individual projectsGiventhe diversity of reporting systems, there

are severabtrategies to extract project informatio(seeAppendixK for screenshots of the
different processes)

Exporfull AIMS dataset as a spreadsheet to data mine

AIMSwill typicallyallow users toexport project recordsas a csv. fil@Once aproject manager
or senior RA has generated this expqrRAscan nput project information into new recals or
update existing entries. RAhould adapt steps-@ from Factiva data entrio create these
project records.

Generateecords directly from aid informatianagemerstystem
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A few AIMS do not enable public users to expasilored spreadsheets. For these systems, RAs
mustpull information directly from AIMS project pages. To this, RAs must first filter

projects for the donor of interest. NextRAs must access the individual project entries for each

aid activiftoy moTkind r¢yl eamagpt ains the same type o
but is not formatted as a sprelaheet. RAsshould adapt steps-@ from Factiva data entry to

create these project records.

In addition to formal AIMSsome recipientministry websites can also provide valuable project
information.Annual reports from the Ministry of Finance or Treaguwan contain valuable
information on outstanding debt to donors or loan conditions for specific projects. Ministry of
Transport or Energy websites will often contain press releases or documentation related to
large infrastructure projects. While the a\aiility and detail of these reports varies across
recipients, this step is vital for uncovering more accurate and specific details on major projects.

After you have entered your search term into
followed immediatly by the URL of the website you want to search for informati&xample
search term: 0de bhtp/lwoveaminfimgv.b t andi ng sit e:

Keywords for targeted ministry searching can include, but are not lintcte®onor, Export
Import, debt, loan, credit, dam, road, highway, MétUls important to note that not all
recipient ministry websites will be equipped for this type of waelbaping. If a government
publishes PDFs which are not machine readable a relsedlichave to download and search
government documents manually.

4) Searching Google Scholar

Researchers can also search Google Scholar to extract prgeet information from academic
articles and higlend publications. Follow the general order ebsch keywords (seAppendix J
for instructions on how to search for articles in Google Scholar):

[donor country] OR [donor demonym] OR [donor countr*] AND [recipient country] OR
[recipient demonym] OR [recipient countr*] OR [capital of country] AND asarsce OR grant
OR loan OR concession* OR donat* OR donor OR interdste OR interest ORpreferential
OR "joint fund" OR invest* OR finance OR package OR aid


http://www.minfin.gv.ao/
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Stage Two: Enhancing Data Quality Through Targeted Searches

The objectives of Stage @wedo triangulate projeictformatiomgathered in Stage Caral perform

final quality assurance checks to prepare data for puliboatigrStage Two, RAs should prioritize
writing a clear and concise pr o] edngondifatsscr i pt i
blank, and populating any missing fields. RAs should remember that all fields coded during Stage One
are subject to change if new information becomes available during subsequent rounds of searching.

Af t er thecdata dollectigneto as widely apossiblein Stage Onaand entering search
results into standardized project pag&tage Twanvolvessearchngfor additional information
about eaclproject identifiedduring the initial rounds of data collectipand refiningeach

project record based orthe most reliablanformationthat is accessibl@ his isachievedy
drawing uporvarious information repositories and search engines inclu@magle the

primary search engine used in the donor countrigademic articles @htified thraough Google
Scholayand recipient ministry websité& Detailed searchingonsiderablynarrows search
yieldscompared to Factivahelping to pinpointesources related to specific projects and
extract valuable data needed to fidmaining informatiogapsin manybut not allcasesStage
Two searching facilitatebe accurate categyization of projects according to their
concessionalityintent, and type of financing agelttalso helps reveal whether certain projects
actually exist and have been implereehand completedallowing coders taemoverecords
that are not actually projectand avoid mislabeling a project that has merely been announced as
one that has already occurreBuring Stage Tweoders mustalsoeliminate duplicate records
and addhew pojectsthat areidentifiedwhile searching fofiner-graineddataon projects from
Stage One.

While performing Stage Two, it ixitically importantfor RAsto bringa critical eyeo all
information about a project captured during the first round of s#®es, especially when that
information isinitially sourced from mediareports. Oftentimes the media will conflate the face

value of a project with a donoroés financial ¢
particular ($1 billion+) this assystion is problematic because it creates the risk of unfairly
inflating a donoro6s financial commitment to a

reports, RAs should prioritize finding updated information about that activity, not simply finding
additional sources covering the initial announcement.

18 Stage Two Google seghes should be complemented by similar web searches through the primary search
engine used in the donor countifgeeAppendix B. For the Chinese official finance pilot we used Baidu. Regional
subsidiaries of Google, such as Google China (google.comtiGaogle South Africa (google.co.za) also yielded
results more targeted to some projects, but were not systematically searched.
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The general strategy in Stage Two is to isolate a specific project by searchidg&yncratic

termsrelated to a projectldiosyncratic terms may relate to the nature of the project, its

capacityor financial value, stimtional location, sector, donor and/or recipient organizations

involved, and/or precise announcement/start/end dates related to the status of the p(sgect
AppendixG, Screenshot #4)For example, if a media report states thtae China Overseas

Engineering Corporation (COVEC) is implementing the construction of a hospital in AfiBola

#4), t hen o0China Overseas Engineering Corporat:i
0O hospi t potedtiallg usefusemrchterms® Update indvidual project records in the

database as new information is found during Stage. BeeAppendixG (Screenshot #5jor an

example Stage Two project record

Follow the below guide fodetailedstepby-step instructiondor targeted Google Searches

I Stage Two: Google Searches

1. Locate Donor and Recipient Sources for Projects Identified through

International Media Reports: Isolateall projectsthat have beemdentified in Stage One
using ay mediasources Attempt to identify additional doncbased or reipientbased sources
confirming the existence of these projeciis can help increase credibility by verifying
projects identified through sources outside the dor@cipient bilateral relationship.

2. Turn off Custom Results and Personalized Searches:

A. Clear and pause your Google web search history to stop "Customized Searches"
http://www.google.com/history

B. Turn off personalized results
http://support.google.com/accounts/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=54048

19 Ultimately, the process of filling data gaps in Stage Two should concentrdtegbnpriority” variablesas

defined by thecoder(s). For example, a research project focused on tracking Venezfiakamced infrastructure in
Latin Americamightcare more about identifying the sector of every project entry. On the other hand, a research
project estimating the total amount of Sautabian foreign assistance given to Yemen may prioritize financial
values over sector.


http://www.google.com/history
http://support.google.com/accounts/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=54048
http://support.google.com/accounts/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=54048
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Employ the search tactics detailed below in steps 4 and &etermine the order of search
keywords

3. Follow the general order of search keyw ords: Codersshould follow ths generalorder
of search keywords below when performing Stage TamoGoogle and other search engines
Donor Country (Can be left out if have donor organization or)offiRedipient Country
(Can be substituted for catdeft out if have subnational locatidirpject Name +
Organizations Involved in Project + Subnational Location(s) + Contact Name(s ) +
Number/Amount(s) + Year

Criterigfor Term Inclusion in Prefgmcific Search
In order to minimize the number of ielevant sources in a search yielolldw thesecriteria to
determine which idiosyncratic terms should bmployedto search for a given project tD

1 If one has information about the development finance institution and/or specific officials that
can be ued in the search, then one should include that information and leave the donor
country name out of the search. However, if the database indicates that the development
finance institution identified has multiple projects in one recipient country, thenytmoa
be helpful to add the organization name as a search term. This means the organization name
is no | onger an oidiosyncratic term.dé6 In suc
excluded and the o0donord name included.

9 If one has information abouhe specific project name, subnational location(s), recipient
organizations and/or officials that can be used in the search,ahershould include that
information andeave the'donor" country namee.g. China, Venezuelalit of the search.
However, if thesubnational locatiordentifiedis the capital oracity with a highlevel ofdonor
and/or development financactivity, then it iggenerallynot helpful to use the location as a search
term, and this variable may be excludétt e o0 donor 6 c aldbetetaiged na me s ho

After submitting your search terms, scan the search yield for potential sources of piejesit
information, just as you did in Factiva during Stage @mee Stage Two searches no longer
reveal useful information for the project, begminput data into the project record. Thee
project data includeproject description flow type andflow clasgseeAppendix D, donor
intent (Appendix F, year, transaction amoun§RS sectoi(Appendix H, andlinksto all
sources which containedalualte information.
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Additional Complementary Steps

Seps4-6 below were discovered tdelp streamlineand focusStage Two searches, biliiey
were not applied systematicalfsom the start ofthe ChineseOfficial Finance to Africapilot.

4. Connect search terms inputted into Google: The structural design of Stage Two

Google searching shouidirror St age One Factiva searching. The
Googleoperatess i mi | arly to t he (@epagep danddsesumhshoulé i n Fac
connect Stagdwo search terms? For example:

"china OR chinese AROUND(3) niger OROnigerien" AN

This returns results with ochinad or o0chinese
the exact word oONeée am@R 6t &MmMs @ngx adtltyh as t hey

"china OR chinese AROUND(3) niger OR nigerien” AND "Niamey" AND ~power OR ~electricity

These search criteriareturn e sul t s with the country terms ANI
AND any of the ®@ORonynesr fms®OR &' st ewrerhd ) .

*Note:youcannoi ncl ude spaces i n the idGooglerseamhes.r eci pi e

5. Use date inputs in Google: If more than20 unique sources are found the search yield
the followingmethodscan be applied to targetertain time periods:

A. If you know that a project occurs within a certain timeline, or your search is being
0 ov er s h aasimilee gtadjectviithin the same timefram@
a.Onthelefhand si de of your search page, <click o0St

2 This feature of our methodology was added during the pilot project, and many Stage Two searches did not use

the OAROUND(#) 06 function per fGmromé & . u iamd yoABG.ches wer
2L Seehttp://googlesystem.blogspot.com/2010/12/gocglesindoperator.htmlfor details

2 Of course, a media report from one year ofteprovides data on projects started and completed in other years,

so it is important not to confine resultsoo much This technique should mainly be used to get around obstacles

such as oO0overshadowin


http://googlesystem.blogspot.com/2010/12/googles-around-operator.html
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b.Clicko Cust om range. . . 0

c. Enter the dates you want to search within

d. Choose whether to sort by relevance or by date

* Note: This search will exclude results without date information

B. If you are looking for the most recent information on a proje¢otdetermine its current
status

a. Onthelefthand si de of your search page, <click 0S
b. Choose whether you want to search within the past year, month, or week
c. Click 0Sorted by dated6 to get the newest res

*Note: This sedrevill exclude results without date information

6. Search within websites : If you discover a website which requires special examination for

project information:

a. After you have entered your search term in
followed immediately by the URL of the website you want to search for informa&xample

sear ch t er Seychaldban silewwi.gavomud

. Stage Two: Donor Search Engine

1. Like targeted Google Searc hes, RAs can use donor search engines uncover

additional project information. Us e t he donor 6s native search e
when availabl e. I f the donor does ncountryhave a
Google server and performesar ches i n t he dGadergsbosidfallantthisv e | an ¢
general order of search keywords when performing Stage @aoor search engine searches

Donor Country (Can be left out if have donor organization or)offiRetipient Country
(Can beubstituted for capital or left out if have subnational loc&rojgct Name +
Organizations Involved in Project + Subnational Location(s) + Contact Name(s ) +
Number/Amount(s) + Year


http://www.gov.mu/
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Writing Project Descriptions in Stage Two

Below is a basic teptate for writing project description paragraphsed by AidData coders

1 Sentence 1: Date of agreemenandnature, scope, locatigrandoverallcost of project

1 Sentence 2: Who (organizations and individuals)Xsing wha? What are the financial
details? Sentence 2b: (If applicabldynique piece of information about project that
does not fit nicely into the data collection interface (e.g. China is not the only fufter

1 Sentence 3: What is the current state of the projecaccording to the most recent
sources? What key detailstill need to be obtaine®l

1 Sentence 4: (Separate from main paragraph, if necess#ng project connected to any
other project?If so, use the labeling convention (possible linked to project ID#....) in
the title and descriptionkFor easily confused projects, often ones which are linked to
each other, also use the description paragraph to explain why the project is distinct
from similar records. For instance, linked projects could be different financing modalities
forvariousphase of t he same construction project,
general oOparent 6 projed is kkeltta be & necurang pgrojeictiomisna, i f
part of a series of projects, write this in the description. Examphaginclude medical
teams peacekeeping taskforces, annual scholarships, technical training, youth volunteers,
and friendship construction projects such as bridges and hospitals.

Note: Even for vague projects it is still necessary to write the project description. For especigliy
projects, a 12 sentence summary will suffic@milarly, complex project IDs, such as an agreement for a
multi-billion dollar loan encompassing many unigue projects, often require multiple paragraphs to
adequately documer{see project ID #2034)Paagraphs should be written once the projecariables

are established using alfailable dataources”™

2 Financial amounts are teeldenominated inthecure ncy used by t he moAppendixliel i abl e
for our ranking of resource reliability).
Appropriate labeling convention for financial amounts is as follows: Numeric value, Units (thousand/million/billion),

Currency.
24 At the start of the Chinese Official Finance to Africkata collectioninitiative,research assistantgere instructed
to collect information on whether projects were oOtiedo

country, and input this information into the projedescription. As it became cleanedia sources generally did

not report whether a Chinese project was o0tiedd or not
However, this information remains in project des il for many records.

% |fan ID already contains more than one sourités generally most efficient to combine existing sources for a

project ID and write the project description paragraph before actually performing Stage Two. This ordering allows

the coder to first identify thenformation gaps and then proceed with Stage Two searching accordingly.
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STAFF_NOTEs: When writing a project description at the end of Stage Two, it is also vital to capture
anyinformation gaps associated with project reds in a staff note. These metkata are vital to present

outside users withan accurate picture of the available information on a project. For example, if there is
conflicting information about a prog Teseribtes fi nanci
have an ancillary benefit of conveying information gaps to future researchers to address.

When writing a staff note, use the following labelling convention at the bottom of a project description:
STAFF_NOTE:

Example Project Description: 1D #17832

Sentence 1: In 2011, Kenya secured a grant worth 1.5 billion KES from thm&Development Bank

to increase housing units in Kenya.

Sentence 2: The funds were planned to be used to put up 800 residential units in Kisumu and hostels
for female stidents at Masinde Muliro University in Kakamega.

Sentence 3: The Ministry of Housing said they were seeking contractors to complete construction
within a year, but the current status and start and end dates are unknown

Sentence 4: May be linked to projet ID #810.

Sentence 5: STAFF_NOTE: Current project status unknown.
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Data Entry FAQs:

How shoul d | adreemeahtihacoraposa sevepalsmadller subprojects?

When dealing with a large loan or grant that will cover multiple projects, you omdy break

up the "omnibus projecttecord into smallerrecords if you have amounts faall of the smaller
projects?® Otherwise, one incurs the risk of doubleounting certain components of the

financial commitmeniThere must beexplicitevidence that edtsmaller projectis indeed a

component of theargero o mn i b u s dhesesulcgmpaneénamountsmustsum up to the

value of the omnibus project. tifiere is not enough information to split the projeaetainthe

same omnibus project and write a longanoject descriptiondetailingeach known

subcomponentt f pr oj ects can be split into individua
oomni bus, 6 broader record active as well for
amount to avoid countinghie same financial flows twice.

1 Split the package into its constituent subcomponentswhené
o0 You find amounts for each subcomponent project, and these parts add up to the
total package amount

1 The package deal ("parent project”) subsumes a subcomponent (“chid project"),
creating a merged record when...
o0 There isexplicit evidence in a source document suggesting the subcomponent
project falls within the largepackae agreement
A In this case, the child project record is deactivated

1 The package deal and subcommnent records are kept separate whené
o No evidence can be found linking the subcomponent to the larger package (same
sector and same funder does not count as evidence, as they may be separate
commitments)
--OR--

®An omni bus project may al so6 ber kan odvna raesnta Prpamjcekaatgée caamn
oOchildopltoj ¢ebtese deal s t he t otadyconmmitted bpthe denbrjthupr oj ect am
receiving a status of oOPipeline: Commit meniegaly However,

binding pledges, in that the sum of all project amounts was an agreed guideline, but not a firm commitment by the

donor.
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o There is evidence linking all possible subponent projects to the larger
package, but the combined values of the subcomponents do not match the
reported value of the total package agreement

A In this case, possible subcomponent/package projects are linked in the
description, with a warning on possbiioublecounting

What should | do with projebist have multiple dorfdrs

When you identify a projectvith multiple donors do not remove it from the database. Indicate
in the description that it is not bilateral; these projecan be isolateihto a separate category
andused forother research purpose&.If the project has multiple donors and the individual

donor commitments cannot .@Onlyeéntrdhe ineneial, mar k 0
commi t ment of the donor ofoumtt@rfeisel d.ntOt hdre
can be captured in the description. Add all f

What should | do with projebist havemultiple recipients?

When you identify a projectvith multiple recipientsluring Stag®ne or StageTwo searching,

(a) take the financial amount out of the "Amount" box if this has not already been ld=eg@ng

the financial informationih h e 0 D e s ¢ randpl) in addition tb indévidudl countries,

add "Africa, regional" asrecipiert. Depending on the focus of the data collection project,
additional oregional variablesdé may be possib
Europe, regionad

Once you have perforred these tasks, conduct Stage Two searchingefmchrecipientcountry
mentioned in the project record, adding aagditionalsources to the recordAfter you have
completed Stage Two searching, indicate in the "Descripfiefd if you have been able to
attach a specific financial valuethe portion of the projed¢ going to the selected recipient
makingsure to alsoinclude the originalotal amount for the multirecipient projectin the
project description At the conclusion of Stage Twa,program managewill reassess muki
recipient project entries on a caday-case basianddisaggregatsuch projects as information
allows.

2 This is an issue of preference and thus only a guideline for AidRatarch assistantssing this codebook;
someresearchersmay simply choose to discard projects with multiple donors.
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How carl track project status when the completion of some projects is unlikely to be publicly
announced?

For some forms offficialfinance the staus of the "project”is difficult to @certainas nedia

sources typically only report the announcement, not the completion, of financial transaction
Foroord f 6 f i nan csuchhs debt reliaisdaeabt reschedslinghe "project’ in

guestons houl d be c od eealendasconipletmmgnioentementcannot be

found.Thi s i s the def awlftf 0stpatoy e cftort ytpleess as nd erses
evidence that the transaction has been cancelled or not honored for some other re&sch.

transactions areelativdy instantaneous in nature compared to projects that invdive

provision ofgoods and services that take a finite period of time to complete, such as the

construction of a hospital or the deployment of a medical tesivie. acknowledgehis practice

introduces the possibility of ovetounting the amount of completed projects and development
financeFor all projects that require multiple financial transactions or the provision of goods

and services, the pr ojppetingd ¢ tfadaomduyceheahichinde be no
found.SeeAppendix Hor guidanceomow t o di stinguish between 0P
OPi peline: Commitmento.

What projects should be olinkedd in OProject
Do not only link multiple projects that are announced at tleame timé e.g.a single
announcementhat introducesthree distinctcooperative agreementglso link inter-related

projects that have a connectipas this caimprove our understanding afach of the linked

projects. For example, one project may be ttiieect or indirect result of another project (e.g.
successn of official financing for constructing a Nigerian power plant in 2002 [ID # 27948] led

to upgrades of the facilities through foreign direct investment in Z00G3428087]).), or one

project ID may be fora singlecommitmentwithin an 0 0 mn i algraesnénthat has been split

into multiplerecords In casessuch as these, therecorassh oul d be o0l i nked. 06

What do | do if | encounter a project that only has sources in a language that | caarmbt eugderst
ChineseSpanish, Arabic, or Portuguese

Copy the project ID number and send it to your senior RA or program manager. They will
reassign the project to someone with the requisite language skills.

How much time should | spend per project @an23tag
About 20 minutes on average. 15 minutes for shorter projects and 30 minutes max for

anything. Generally you will spend 30 minutes on projects with larger financial flows.
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However, we want high quality project entries, s o d o n 0 tspendoarbimgre i f y ou
time.

If China is providing a granefpresidentor therehabilitabna presidential lod¢ealace,
residenceyvhatshould béhe intent and CRS se2t@ee #34598)

The methodology prescribes that such a project is development intent witheGuwrent and
Civil Society as the CRS sector.

If refugee aid is being granted one country to assist refugees from another countripewteo should
recipier{See #3489)

Therecipient should be listed as the host country initially receiving the amnsflnot the

country whose citizens have sought refuge in the host country.

Finding New Projects through Stage Two Searches

UndertakingStage Two seard@sfor a previously identifieghroject often results ininformation
about a new project that was natlentified during Stage On&/hen this occurswe
recommendreturning to Factivaand searchinépr additional informatiorregarding these
0snowbal | eNkw prgjectoshoeldeceiveStage Two searctreatmentin both
Factiva and Googl@s well aghe relevant donor search engine)

Data Quality Assurance

Data quality assurance exercissa® essentialo identify and correct erroranade during data
collection This section providea discussion of the methods employed by AidData to help
correct deficienciesn project records

AidData staff perfornrigorousdata quality assurance exercises following the conclusion of

Stage Two searchinghese include megadeal chedksw class arbitrationleast verified

project checks, illogicalombinationchecksand duplicate checkBor complex project records,

staff has inserted metadata to provide further details on creation of the project record itself.
These metadatabegmi t h 0OSTAFF_NOTES: 6 in the project

I oMegadeal6 Checks
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A program manger or senior RA reviews adifficialfinanceprojectswith reported financial
commitmentsgreaterthan or equal to$100 million USDfor accuracy and missing information
A program manager also review iecords greater than $billion USDfor accuracy ad
missingnformation® A senior RA or program manager will also review atjpct records
initiallymarkedaso s u s p iduringdhe Stdge Two searchasd updat recordsasneeded

Fort h e Bighvalo® projects staffreviewed and augmented exisi records to ensure that:

1 Allfieldswere filled as completely andccuratelyas possible

1 Resources providd corroborating evidence andidinot conflict.

1 The description andinancial amount of the project accurately representieel
informationcontainedin the media source related to that project

The project descriptionwasdetailed andcorrectly formatted.

There wasevidence that a formal agreement to execute the project was signed.
There wasno evidence the project was suspended or cancelled.

The officialfinancetransactionreported in the record did not containother project
records, nor was theofficialfinance transaction contained amother record®

= =4 =4 4

As an additional quality cheatoders perform a final round of verification exercises for the
largest10% of projects in a particular dataBetankedby committed financial valfieto ensure
these projects were coded accuratdlyr all variablesA team of two codersshould
independently review the accuracy of each project's description, source docatimntintent,
flow_class and flow_type codes, and currency conversion. During the discussion of each
project, codersare required to collectively agree that all variables were accurately recorded
before moving to the next project.

il Flow Class Arbitration

28 Billion-dollar projects were split into smaller recordsifeach subcomponent when exact amounts for each of
subcomponent could be confirmed through targeted searches.

21f the project had multiple components, the various components were not broken out into distinct projects. If
we encountered clear evidenclat two records, record A and record B, represented the same project, unique
information in record A was merged into record B,
is to avoid double counting while maintaining a v relessope.

and
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The flow class variable is essential to correctly calculate total official financing from a donor
(seeAppendix Dfor full flow class coding methodologyAs such, it receivesvo rounds of
coding from different researchs. WhenRAsdisagree on a flow aks, the project goes ta
seniorRA or program manager for arbitration. The program manager nailiew all project
resources and make a final determination on flow class.

ii. Least Verified Checks

Before publishing a final dataset, researches make afieaipt to find verification for single
sourced projectsBecause single source projects are generally small projects unlikely to be
featured in media or government sources, there are strong diminishing returns to additional
searches for these projectsoloptimize resource allocation during this step of the process, the
program manager will rank singgeurced projects by financial amount, prioritizing projects
with larger financial amountRAswill also follow a strictime limit or ten minutes per pragct
when looking for additional sources.

iv.  Logical InconsistencyChecks

How classcodingis contingent orhow the flow type, intent, and gramiement variables are
defined;RAsmust check a dataset faralues assigned to differevariable for an giverproject
that are logically inconsiste(®eeAppendix Dfor flow class definitionand illogical
combinations)For example, export creditby definitioncannot be counted as an ODKkke

flow regardless of its level of concessionality. To uncdegicaly inconsistent values assigned
to differentvariable for an individual projecffirst conduct a targeted query of the dataset for
the followinglogical inconsistencdSeeAppendix Nfor full details)

Once the program manager has identifigmtling erras, a RAwill review each project record

to identify where the illogical codassignmenoccurred.RAs should review each resource and
look for the underlying source dhe mistake

V. Duplicate Checks



AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

In light of the fact that th& UFFmethodology drawsnformation from a range or sources and
tracks development projects over time, there isisk of double counting projects (whether

from capturing announcements of commitments and implementation/completion or capturing
subcomponents of a larger deaDuplicate records may exist in the database prior to
publication for several reasons. First, at first glance coders may not recognize two identical
projects that use different financial currencies. Another possibility is that certain project
records are overlywague which makes duplicate identification very difficult. There may be more
than one name for a single projedto reduce the likelihood of doubteounting the TUFF
methodologyincludes a round of duplicate checks before the release of a new dataset.

Searching for Duplicates

To check for duplicates, first filter the dataset by recipient and sedtor.allrecipientsthe
following sectors should be examinagdnergency response, communication, education, energy
generation and supply, government andlgociety, health, other multisector, transport and
storage, indstry, mining, and constructioRrojects with thesector label
OUnallocated/unspecified s houl d al so be examined in case t
sectors In addition, RA should ckck whether there are a high number of projects for specific
recipients in other sectors, and proceed to check those sectors as #wrdmine the Title,
Description, and Transaction amount of each project entry to identify potential duplicate
records. Forany potential duplicatprojects examine each resource to determiméhether the
projects are really capturing the same flow. At this stage, the commitment date, start date,
implementing agency, and contacts are particularly helpfwveal duplicate reards.

Deactivating Duplicates

Once a duplicate record has been identified, the researcher should select one of the two
projects to serve as the active record (alpha) and deactivate the other project (beta). Before
deactivating the project, transfer anglevant project information to the alpha record along

with any resource$rom the beta record.

Additional Notes on Duplicate Records



AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

Different emergency aid pjects with same financial value are not necessarily duplicates, as one
could be an irkind gant andthe other could be a cash grarRrojecst that are recurring, such

as scholarship programs or health teams, are not duplicatakeure the commitment year

and the description is differerior each individual projecSometimes projects with ddrent
commi t ment years can stil!/l be duplicates of e
uncertaind mar k e Differertd findndial tcommitmnénts tokaesidgle physical

project are not duplicate records, and should be separate but lined psjBetsure to change

the title of the deactivated prospthatinthdy wr it
future RAs can ascertain why the project has been deactivated.
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Appendix A: Best Practices for Maximizing Workflow Efficiency

The following activities were undertaken in order to make efficient use of scarce resourtg§Buring the
pilot. We consider these act i vthetmetieodologyocbutthey ae bot st p
necessary to ensure accurate or comprehensive data collection.

1) Time Limits for Project Searches
After initiating the process of Stagene, a Principal Investigator grogram manageshould
evaluate the overall resouraenvelope at his or her disposahd identifythe point of
diminishing returngor collecting information related to individual project IDs. While most
projects can be thoroughly searched in less than 15 mingtasg relativel}complex projects
will require 30 minutes or more before valuable information is uncovered. After reaching the
established time limithe search for additional information related to a given project ID should
be abandoned and flagged for revieya program manager

2) Select Project s in the Database for Stage Two Searches
Stage Two searches should be performed accord
Stage One classification. For tb€hineseOfficialFinance to Africadata collection initiative
searches were brokeninot t hr ee di screte owaveso6, based on
identified in Stage On@&hat is, projects with a reported financial commitment above a
thresholdof $1 millionwere identified as priority projects that should be searched on before
smalle projects. Similarly, projects with no evidence of reported implementation or completion
were given priority over projects already reported as having been started and compléted.
following are instructions received by AidDatadersfor prioritization of Stage Two searches.

After clicking "Search and Filter"™ on the dat

country of your consideration. Then identify priority projects by wave, beginning with first

wave. As new information is found, it shoudd inserted into the appropriate spaces within the

database.

1 First Wave: Add the additional filter "Pipeline Pl edge é and oPungeel i ne:
0Status. 6 Within search results, sort pipel:i
Prioritize pipeline projects with the highest reported financial amount, except for projects
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where commitments occurred itthe most two recent years in the time serié5Also, do

not searchfor projects with reported values of less than $1 million or with multiple

reci pients during initial Stage Two searches
Waved of Stage Two searching.

1 Second Wave: Add the additional filter "Pipeline Pl edge 6 and oPipeline
under o0Status. 0 Wi tzhei nalsle apricphe Irienseu lptrso,j epcrtiso r
(meaning they have not received Stage Two treatmertept for projects where
commitments occurred ithe most recent two years in the time series

1 Third Wave: Within search results, prioritize all projestwith astatus other than

OPipeline. 6 This should include al/l projects
Suspended, Implementation, Completion, and Null (No entry). Also, perform Stage Two for
all remaining ORawd projects.

The above 0Wasvbeehadapted ant maglified in subsequent data collection

efforts. For instance, while generating data on Chinese financing commitimé&usth and

Southeast Asia, R#also utilized three waves to order projects by their perceived importance.

Thefra wave included all potential oO0Omegadeal so
over $100 million (2009 USD). The second wave focusedonalmeng adeal s wi t h a
(Vague, Pledge, or Commitment) status. The third wave included all rempnojegts.

3) Supplemental Workflow Efficiency Activities

T Upon compl etion of Stage Two for a pobéoject,
or oOosusplihd ousswspi ci ousoOd buttoocodesshaoul d be se
information about a project bulhas reason taloubt the accuracy of the data source and/or
content. Projects identified through O0suspic
final stages of data cleaning and review by the Principal Investiggiovgram manager

1 Contribute to the Organiz ation Glossary and Data Pool : Sage Two also involves
identifying the nature of donor and recipient agencies involved in various profdts.
researclingan organizatiorto determine itstype and originrecord your results ira pooled
datadocumentso that other coderscan benefit fronthesefindings.

®¥This is because projects reported mosutpoér ecpmtritys.ar e | ¢
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1 Tracking Stage Two Progress : Once you have searched on all projects qualifying for a
given owaveo of searches within a recipient
from that wave in a team progss chart. Cleared projects are those in which you were able
to update the project status from OoOPipelinel
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Appendix B: Supplementary Notes on Using Donor SearchEngines

1)

2)

Search Engines

While conductingChineselanguage searches, ®Rhave found that Chinese search
engine Baidis less useful then Google. The former has many advertisement and
irrelevant search result®onetheless, when using Baidu, AidData coders found that the

ONewsdé6 o6rtab is rarely helpful for data en

conducted t hr ough tablaee béeiMadoedruittulr 0

Similarly, for Malalanguage ministry searching, it is more effective to search through

Google instead of directly searchingn t he mi ni stry sites. (For
|l oans I ndonesia $10 milliond6 in the MFA we
juta site: kemlu.go.iddé in Google)

Search Keywords
By default, start with only three to four terms in the sear@s an example, if searching

for information on project6#32469Whitge sea
Google and other search engines have more powerful searching functions, in this case a
simple query isufficient. Other useful strategies include:

-Use the most identifiable term, e.g. 100MW power plant, then add and [recipient
country name in Chinese] to the search box

-Look for the Chinese company involved in the project, use Google to find the Chinese
name of the company (or if they have a website just go from English to Chinese)
-Search with abbreviated country, company,argation names, e.g. China
Development Bank o} China Metallurgical Group Corporation

o} o} Cambodiad o}

Common terms to include
(textile factory),
(SE2), -
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(MoU)

3) Be careful when inputting _donor -language search terms for several variables

If the resource section already has a Chinese source, find the project name, capacity or
financial value, sufmational location, sector, donor and/or recipient organizations
involved, and/or precise announcement/start/end dates related to the status of the
project. When information conflicts between multiple resources, prioritize translations
given by Chinese official sources since the Enf@lisluage resources may have been
translated from the original source. Moreover, note the following:

a.Village and city names in recipient country : Some sources write these
differently. Typically country names and capital cities are uniform. {trgngrongname
for a village may preatie valuable results with a different name for the village
Wikipedia/Google Maps to get the Chinese name of the location

b. Name of project : The project name can vary across sources as well. Using one
name can produce a similar negative result as elddames of infrastructure projects
may differ a lot. For instance, the Prek Kdam Bridge in Cambodia is referred to as

0 6 (direct transléat(itdhre) nadagne of the ri ve

on), and 0 0 ( s e c o n dChi@aFnmdndshig Baidge) across
different sources. A bridge like this could also be named after the province/city it is in or
the cities it is Inking, so it is essential to know whether the different names point to the
same project to prevent duplicates.

c. Recipient official names : Again, these can be written differently depending on the
choice of Chinese characters.

d. Company abbreviations : Sone websites/articles may use an abbreviation for a
donor and/or recipient organizatiofNative language searchegy pick some but not all
of these up.

e. Subsidiaries of companies : Sometimes subsidiary/parent companies are used in
place of parent/subsidiaicompanies, respectively, so it is crucial to have knowledge of
what entities a given firm is connected to.
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f. Transaction amounts: These are often not uniform across English and-&mglish
sources, so it would be better to not include the transaction@amt, but to include the
subnational locations and the names of the people involved (e.g. in signing of MoUs),
whenever possible. This insight was discovered specifically during|&fajange
sreahcing.

4) Finding exact names through the web
When specifigpeople, bank, firms, corporations, places are mentioned in project, type
their English names Imaidu.copsearch them, and find out the exact Chinese names
they have. Dondt tr an s Foaéxample ICleina Bevgdpmesth nam

Bank can be easily translated to , but its real official name in Chinese is

. If the incorrect Chinese name is used in searching for projects, finding the
right project will prove very difficult.

5) Exclude names of well -known figures
If awellknown figure is connected to a pject, it is better to not use their names when
searching for Chinese projects, since many other siarticles will result and make the
searching process difficult by flooding search yields with irrelevant information.
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Appendix C: Personnel Outreachand Crowdsourcing

Donor and/or recipient personnel outreach is a complementary-si@p in Stage Two

searching that can help fill critical data gegsainingafter exhaustivé-activa and web
searching. oOPersonnel Outr eieaddiabogue withtlohoe pr oces
and/or recipient personnel affiliated with a given project via email, telephone or Skipe.

then engage these personnel with targeted questions that seek to fill outstanding information

gaps for a given project record (e.g. trepayment terms of a loan).

AidData has also createaldynamic project data platfior at china.aiddata.orghich allows
users to investigate individual projects more thoroughly. Eaofect record has a page where
its attributes are displayed. These pagre accessible by three paths:

1 Visualizationgccessible on the navigation bar > Visualize > Coulatvel Map. Aer
clicking a country, a user may select a sector to see the projects in that cogatipr)

1 Search and filter (accessible on theigation bar > Data> SearchProject9

1 Direct access by project ID (accessible on thevigatiorbar > Data> Find by ID)

These project pages include all the data in the static dataset, including links to source
documentsThese source documents are ofteefbnd a firewall of Factiva, which can be
accessed through many university library systems or-da80free triaf*

The project page also includes a comment box. We understand that some users will have
information to add to these records and we encourafgem to do so via the comment box.
AidData staff members will track and moderate comments, addressing any data issues and
integrating new content provided by users. Users may add important facts to these records
which are not always available in media megiocancellation, changes in funding or
implementation, local impact or project outcomidsers may also help maintain the project
database by reporting errors in the database, reporting duplicated projects or providing links to
additional documentation.idData team members will use these comments to improve the
datawhenever possibldf a comment reports an issue, AidData team members will remove the
commentonly after that issue is addresse@omments referencing new sources or providing

31 See http://www.factiva.com/integration/modules/microsoft/trial.asp
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new informationwill be preservedAlso, data users may suggest new projects not uncovered
during Stage One or Stage Two searching.
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Appendix D: Flow Type and Flow Class

All projects in the database should be classified according to their level of concessiandlity
type of financing provide This methodologys designed for tracking official development
finance flows, which include grants, technical assistance, concessional axuhoessional
loans,debt relief,export credits,and other financial instrument¥herefore, eachcoder must
confront the issue of whether a project @fficial or unofficidf, and whether it iconcessional
or not. Projects are separated inftow_type and flow_classategoriesas follows

ODA -Like: Flows of official financing administdrwith the promotion of the economic

development and welfare of developing countries as the main objective, and which are

perceived to be concessional in character with a grant element of at least 25 percent (using a

fixed 10 percent rate of discount). Bfollowingflow typess houl d be categorized
l' i ké@€dt hey have Oo:dransetéclnahassistance, mtierfesk lbans, irkind

contributions of goods and services, and debt relef arule of thumhb loans with a fixed

interest rate of 2 percent or lower will have a grant element of at least 25 percent

Exampléel: Project ID# 549: The Chinese government provided an official grant to Egypt
to establish a school.

Example 2Project ID# 32567 Saudi Arabia Sends Medical PersonnélEguipment to
Setup 3 Field Hospitals in Egypt

OOF -Like: The OECD defines other official flows (OOF) asfficial sector transactions which
do not meet the ODA criteria, e.g.: i.) Grants to developing countries for representational or
essentially commeral purposes; ii.) Official bilateral transactions intended to promote
development but having a grant element of less than 25 per cent; iii.) Official bilateral
transactions, whatever their grant element, that are primarily exgacilitating in purposelhis
category includes by definition export credits extended directly to an aid recipient by an official
agency or institution ("official direct export credits"); iv.) The net acquisition by governments
and central monetary institutions of securities isdiby multilateral development banks at

32 The flow class coding scheme attempts to distinguish between offidalinofficial sources of finance
However,individuas present at the signing ceremomay hold multiple positions withiagovernmentor

positions in the government and private sectdhese personal linkages and overlaps can obscure the true financial
source of a project. For example, in one corporate aid project from a stat@ed enterprise
(http://china.aiddata.org/projects/48%he vice president of the companwho is also a secraty in the Chinese
Communist Party-and the Chinese Minister of Commerce both attend the opening ceremony. That said, such
conflicts of interest are certainly not a data issue to rledsd data collection, and official records can
encounter thesame kind of challenge.
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market terms; v.) Subsidies (grants) to the private sector to soften its credits to developing
countries; Vvi.) Funds in support of private i
official financing shoulle cat egordl 2&@ 6as go@@F s with a repr e
commercial purpose (i.e. grants that do not have a primary objective of promoting economic
development or welfare in the recipient country), loans from a government institution that do

not hawe any apparent grant element (commercial loans based on LIBOR or LIBOR plus a

margin) or a grant elemenbwer than25%, and export credits from a government institution

to a recipient institution(Brautigam 2014 206). OOFa ct i vi t i es atermo i ncl ude
credits to exporters (export sellersd -credits
term credits to foreign buyers tBrautgasn20l4a i n t
206).00F also includes lines of credit thalgovernmentprovides to adonor enterprise

(stateowned or notstateowned) to do business overse#sThese projects may include any

type of donor intent: development, commercial, representational, or mixed.

6Line of Credi tldaddMianrtkcedingldar o& blce eldiike da,s 6O
codersshould i ck t he 061 i nretheddtabase irdedface. Given that Imds b o x

of credit may or may not be useid their entirety, this marker variable will enable

analysis of OOF with and without lines of creditsthere is evidence théne of credit

was completely expended, the t he o661 i ne oshouldnoebe ticked. check Db
Once the line of credit has been completely used by the recipient, it becomes

outstanding loans, rather than an outstanding lineretlit* For all lines of credit,

remove transaction amounts until there is evidence that the line has actually been used.

Also, do not check the line of credit marker for subprojects financed by lines of credit.

Exampléel: Project ID# 434Exim bankanofficial entity of the Chinese government,
provided sellersdé credits to China Nationa
Company to complete a dam in the Republic of Congo.

Example2: ProjectID# 21057: In April 2004, the Zimbabwean governmenteao an
agreement with the statewned China Development Bank (CDB) for the provision of a
US$30 million line of credit to be directed towards the Zimbabwean agriculture
industry. In order to identify the individual projects to be funded, the CDB is sendi
team of experts during the second half of 2004 to make an assessment of the situation

¥Example: .Mk Babki apia@a to offer finance for the Ethiopl
project, securing a US$1.5 billion deal for which the interest rate was LIBOR plus 150 basis points (Personal
communication2011). Huawei offered a Brazilian firm financing at LIBOR plus 200 basis points, wittyeamwo

grace period (Bloomberg 2011). As with the other forms of raoncessional official finance, these strategic lines

of credit are cl earllay208) ot ODAS6 (Brautigam 20

34 Journalists and public intellectuals often conflat; ilabilitpr a credit line and theuseof a credit line

(Brautigam 2010). Many credit lines from the Chy rnment are used sparingly or not at all.




AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

of Zimbabwean agriculture. Also included in the agreement was that the CDB would
receive a stake in the Infrastructural Development Bank of Zimbabwe (IDZB), another
stateowned organization. Once the funds are made available to Zimbabwean farmers,
they will be able to access funds through the Agricultural Bank of Zimbabwe. The
government of Zimbabwe was represented by the Minister of Finance, Tendai Biti.

Example 3Project ID# 314290n September 5, 2012, Saudi Finance Minister Ibrahim
AbdelAziz alAssaf signed an agreement that would grant Yemen a total of US $3.25
billion in foreign aid in an effort to help the country stabilize after its political crisis in
2011.The package comprised of three pantsie of which was a US $500 million export
subsidy to Yemehe other parts included a US $1 billion deposit in the Central Bank of
Yemen as well as a US $1.75 billion towards development projects in Yemen. This
project is linked to #31417 (CBY deposit) and #31525 (development projects).

Grant Element: The OECD characterizes a loan as ODA if the loan's grant elensattleast
25%. To ensure comparability with OECD data, AidData used the OECD'$ giement
calculadr (availabléhere: http://www.oecd.org/investment/stats/15344611).ttsmeasure the
concessionality dr allloanswe track These loans were coded as OBke only if the

record showed 1) sufficient information to measure grant element, 2) a calculated grant
element of greater than 25%, and 3) development intent.

However, it should be noted that the World Banktfp://www.worldbank.org/ida/ida
grantelementcalculator.htm)l and IMF
(http://www.imf.org/external/np/pdr/conc/calculator/default.gpse a different

instrument to measure grant elemerkor some types of loans, the OECD may calculate
a grant element of 25% or more, while the World Bank and IMF calculate it as less than
25%. This has clear consequencesRas attempting to classify neDAC financial flows

as either ODA or OOF.

AidDataprovides figures using th©@ECD grant element calculat exclusively in TUFF
datasetoans Due to information gaps in the loan conditions of nyansparent
donors, we assume the following for the followg loan conditions.

Discount rate: 10%
Repayments per Annum: 2
Type of Repayment: Equity Principle

Automatic Flow Class Overrides : To minimize instances of human error in coding,
we have added an automated fl owClassl ass over


http://www.oecd.org/investment/stats/15344611.xls
http://www.worldbank.org/ida/ida-grant-element-calculator.html
http://www.worldbank.org/ida/ida-grant-element-calculator.html
http://www.imf.org/external/np/pdr/conc/calculator/default.aspx
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Mast er 60 Vv a rlikeaMhdn éhe daloulat®dglant element is above 289D
the intent field is odevelopment. o

LIBOR:Many development banks rely on LIBOEhe London Interbank Offered

Ratdi to set basdendingrate for concessional loani order to code flow class
systematicallyt is vitalto standardize treatment of projects which use LIBOR for their
base lending rate.

Project documentation for loans which use LIBOR as their base interest rate typically
report interest rate in the followingvay: LIBOR + 2% interest. When calculating the
grant element for these projects, find the averagménth LIBOR rate for the year the
agreement was signed and add it to the interest rate.

ExampleProject ID# 151 details a loan China Exim Bank madeharta for a rural
electrification project. To calculate grant element, we extracted the relevant variables
from available project documentation and found the average6th LIBOR rate from
the following URLhttp://www.globairates.com/interestates/libor/american
dollar/2006.aspx

Vague (OF): This category is reserved for flows of official financing that are either ODA or

OOF, but for whichthere is insufficientiformation to assign to the flows to either the OBDA

like or OOFlike category Official Finance (OF) is an umbrella category that subsumes-ODA

like and OOFlike flowsThese projects may have o0devel opmen
devel opment)déd intent.

ExamplePrgect ID# 53: ChingEximbankpr ovi ded a oOoconceumsi onal ¢
Sierratel to install a telecommunications system in Sierra Leone. It is uncertain whether
the |l oands degree of concessionality qual:@

Official Investment: An international investment by a donor state agency in an enterprise
resident in another countrydés economy. The do
recipient enterprise, with the expectation of seeing a return on this investment for the donor
goverrment. Since the official donor agency is not simply providing equity or insurances but

itself the investing agency 0p,theseOffeiasli ng a st a
Investments are distinct from Joint Ventureskoreign Direct Investmestwith a lesser degree
ofost at e i.mlvamy uncdfioied Foteign Direct Investment or Joint Venture, the

ultimate investing agent Direct InvestmeatNOT an official government agen®fficial
Investmentpr oj ect s must have ocommercial é intent.


http://www.global-rates.com/interest-rates/libor/american-dollar/2006.aspx
http://www.global-rates.com/interest-rates/libor/american-dollar/2006.aspx
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Example:Project ID #215040China Development Bank (CDB) acquired a majority
stake in the Infrastructure Bank of Zimbab{Wi®BZ); the Chinese bank will inject long
term capital, notably lines of credit, into IDBZ and subsequently into Zimbabwe's
energy, tansport, and infrastructure sectods.
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Appendix E: Pledges and Commitments

To identifycommitmentsas defined by the BCD,all projects with a statue f 0 pdame spliti n e
into pledges and commitments.

The pipeline category is split according to the following criteria
Pipeline: Pledge (verbal, informal agreement)

Pipeline: Commitment  (written, formal binding contract)
Seehttp://china.aiddata.org/statuses

The instructions for coding pledges and commitments are as follows:
Within the context of the transaction described in the record é
1. |If project descriptim has the ternpledge* then label a$ledge.

2. If project description has the termommit*, as in, to an agreemerthen label as
Commitment

3. If the two sides sign a documeather than a Memorandum , such as a loan, grant, or
framework ageement, then label aSommitment

4. Label aledge if the project description has none of the above evidence of a pledge or
commitment, but includes any of these ternalk*, discuss*, extended a pledge,

expressed interest, expression of interes t, establish* a [general] line of credit,
"Memorandum of UnpodMernsotraannddiunng 6of | nvest ment 6,
MOU.

5. If any of the following terms are used, check the source documentation for additional

details. If no evidence of a signed commitirisriound, mark as pledge.
Agree*

Pact

Accord

Mutual Understanding

Offer

Granted

oOMade plans tobéd

Extended

Se@roaooTe

% For more detailed informatin, see FTS definitions
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/FTS%2002%20Definitions%20Pledge%20Commitment%20Contribution. pdf



http://china.aiddata.org/statuses
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/FTS%2002%20Definitions%20Pledge%20Commitment%20Contribution.pdf
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i Approved
j- Gave [X]
k. oDonated6 (in reference to a |l oan or grant)
I Earmark
m. Secured

6. If the above terms in b are NOT mentioned in the description, check the source
documentation. If the nature of the agreement is still too unclear to place in the Commitment
category, label the project &ledge.

7. If the project description and/or saue documentation show conflicting reports for
pledge/commitment, label the project @mmitment (i.e, any sign of a formal, written
commitment is enough to label as such).

8. If the record shows evidence that the donor has disbursed any portidh® proposed
transfer, c¢hangelmpldmentaiano. Tentsindicatingdardial us t o

disbursement include:
deliver*

sent

start*

provided

received

Pooop
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Appendix F: Donor Intent

All projects in the database should blassified according to the perceived intent of the finance
provider. The broad categories covered by o0do
recipient country (development), commercial interests in the donor country (commercial), the
representationalnterests of the donor country or a donerecipient relationship

(representational), or a combination of two or more donor motivations (mixed).

The OECD advises that the decisive criterion
Assistance is main objectivéo promotet he r eci pi ent 6s o0economic de
but also adds o0in the f i n*daThereforeaddngbydonort i s a
intent provides basis to distinguslasger a donor o
portfolio of official finance. For cases of ambiguous intent, the OECD also provides guidance on
inclusion or exclusion from the ODA category, which has informed our criteria for a

odevel opment 6 category of donor intent.

Eachcode must systematially assess the intention of a given project based on specific criteria
outlined below.

%51ts ODA?6 OECD Factsheet, Hip/vewndee orgi2@ndntaidtaticties34086edfa t :



http://www.oecd.org/investment/aidstatistics/34086975.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/investment/aidstatistics/34086975.pdf
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Category Name

Description

Development

Promotes longterm economic development and welfare within tH
recipient country. The donor does not intend to receive a future
monetary reward or profit from this assistand€an nclude tied

aid, as well as projects where the donor is both the funder and t
implementer.

Commercial

Advances a donor6s commerci a
facilitates trade and resourdeansfers between the donor and
recipient, or supports a capital investment with the expectation
commercial profit in the donor country.

Representational

Symbolic gesture of o0good wi
The project is likely smallr®ough it will not substantively advance
recipient development, nor will it directly promote donor
commercial interests. Includes diplomatic, military, and cultural
promotion activities, as well as support to political parties.

Mixed (Some
Development)

Camot be categorized into the development, commercial, or
representational categories, because (a) the project has both
commercial and development intent, or (b) the project has both
representational and development intent.

Mixed (No
Development)

Cannot becategorized into the development, commercial, or
representational categories, because the project has both
representational and commercial intent.

Null

Insufficient information available to code donor intent.
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The following are examples of projedalling into each category:

Development Intent

Humanitarian assistance (including delivery by military) and emergency management

Capacity building within the recipient country to sustain social programstknng

Institution building of recipient goverrent through elections, training, or official

government buildings

Domestic agricultural or industrial production

Public infrastructure such as highways, dams, and stadiums

Environmental protection

Cancellation or rescheduling of debts

Techncal assistancaend technical cooperation

Support for recipient trade systems

Extension of line of credit (excluding export or other commercial credits)

Un-earmarked grants or loans to the recipient government

One-off contribution of office materials, sports supplies,ousical instruments

Scholarships for recipient students to study in donor country

Projects promoting development in the recipient country being financed AND
implemented by thedonoincl udes vague reference to O6var
oeconomia@anédai@deconomic and technical cooper
Medical missions or brigades/doctors if recurring

Support to a partialar political party or government building (epgesidential palace)

=4 =224 _-4_-49_-°9_-2_-2- = =4 -4

= =

Commercial Intent

1 All foreign direct investment and jointventureacti t i es (donor has 0bou
the recipient enterprise)

1 Investments in extraction of natural resources (mining, oil drilling, logegiayio be
sent to donor country

1 Export credits and other commercial credits

O Note: If the offer is export credi ts or extraction of natural resources, it is commercial.
Loans being repaid in export credits or natural resourcescan be development.

Representational Intent

1 Promotion of donor culture €é.g.language training)
1 Military aid without a clear humanitariamAelopmental purpose
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One-off exchange of doctors, teachers, or other social service professionals (programs
for recurring, longterm exchanges are considereévelopment

Conferences, workshops, or seminars

Diplomatic gifts clearly from (or to) individuadgting in official capacity

Mixed (Some Development) Intent

T

= =4

In-kind contribution in exchange for commercial benefits in the donor country, such as
drilling licenses

0 Note: Loans being repaid in export credits or natural resources can be development.
Houdng for employees of a donor commercial operation
Construction of an industrial park to contain a donor commercial operation, among
other enterprises
Institutes of learning or research which include promotion of donor culture (e.g.
Confucius Institutes)

Mixed (No Development) Intent

1
1

Conferencegrimarilyfocusedon business and commerce
One-off training exercises to strengthen business and commerce ties
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Appendix G: Screenshots to demonstrate search and data collection
processes

Screenshot #1: StaQee Factiva Search Terms

FACTIWA

Ddar dabi rarge = seical[=] 1 o L " Tl

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥



AidData

- Open Data for Iternational Development

FACTIVA
Search
Soatch a0 Choate 2o B Bevscos | SORE Y
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¥ Companies

China grees Zambia 1m dollars 1o purchase redef ald
e Zamblan Finasce Mexster Ny sods Magarde thaskgli the Chinese goversment kx the assistance The mrsster sasured the Ohnese ambanasdor the grast

rerotredrodd Sources of relevant project-level data

. - L5 China grves Zambia 53 milion doliaes 1o modile hospiiais

Chine on Monday gove Zambia a 53 milon dollar loan 1o budd mobdeinospaals 10 senve sl COmmuntas. 5Rowng 3 wal by 2 109 Chnese oficial

Afrca's New Hegemon

e Dady Telagraph Late Last year the fest Chisese cwned casing spened m the Zamblon captal Losaka. 30d the Chnese
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Project #2324

* Donor country Title Com. year [F] Year uncertain?
China [=] | china gives zambia 36<m yuan for mabile hospitals 2010 z

Verified Status Intent

Description

China gives Zambi:
46¢ words

3 August 2010
The Government of China has given Zambia a 361 million yuan (approximately

dolars for mabile hospitals

1

US $53 million) concess onal loan for the construction of maobi e hospitals in the country. The Government of
China haz given Zambia a 361 million yuan (approximately US $53 million) corcessional loan far the construction of mobile hosgitals in the country.

ce President George Kunda has appealed to the Zambian and Chinese governments to implement the various bilateral agreements that were signed during President Rupiah
Banda’s state visit to that country in February hi: ar,
Speaking when a visiting Chnese de

legation met Vice President Kunda at State House yesterday, Chinese State Councillor Dai Bingquo disdosed that his country had given Zambia the

Capacity Crs sector Sector comment Flow type
9 mobile hospitals 120 - Hzalth |z| Loan (excluding debt rescheduling)
0da like 1 [[] Commercial? [7] Cred ne? Start planned End planned
El ] cofinanced? B Debt El El El E E E
0da like 2 uncertain? Start actual End actual
0da like master Loan type Interest rate Grant Grace period Maturity

El B — element = = calcuated

- - - automatically

Participating Organizations: +Acd One k Sources:  4Add One -

url e

L]

m

httpi/global faciiva.com/aa/?ref=BBCAP000201008(
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Screenshot #4: Google Search in Stage Two

Web Images MMaps Shopping hore - Search tools

Mar 26, 2010 — Mar 26, 2013 ~ Sorted by relevance - All results = Clear

Zambian Economist Mobile Hospitals—#A Gigantic Policy Blunder ...
www . zambian-economist. com/.. /mobile-hosg pitalsa-gigantic-policy.ht...
fMay 2, 2011 - In the article, it is revesled that each mobile hospital, which
consists of 7 trudes, will reguire ... By Zambia Daily Mzil on Wednesdsy 28 July
2010 ... "The signing of the agreement between Zambia and China to provide
mobile medical services ...

allAfrica.com: Zambia: Mobile Hospitals Good - ProfLug

allafrica. com/stories/2010081 20382 html

Aug 12, 2010 - 12 August 2010 ... However, 8 Times of Zambia ressarch has
shown that mobile hespitals have in ... Puklic Health Partnership Forum [FHPF)
has ochserved that the procurement of mobile hospitals by the Government from
China will improve ...

Zambia : The Saga of Mobile Hospitals

www . lusakatimes.com » 2010 » July » 29

Jul 28, 2010 - The Ssgs of Mobile Hospitals. Time Posted: July 25, 2040 10:28
am ... The mobile hospitals are, st best, 8 luxury Zambia cannot sfford. Mo
doubt, the ... The Chinese have hooked up 3 long term plan for ur Zambia.
They surely know that this ...

Each Mobile hospital to gobble K450m per trip on allowances ..
www . zambianwatchdog. com?p=12875

May 1, 2011 - Here is 8 success story on mobile hespitals for you. On Fridsy 27
August 2010, Times of Zambia reported the following: BEIT Cure Hospital
yesterday launched ...

Doctors challenge Rupiah over mobile hospitals - The Post

www postzambia com/post-read_article php?articleld=12082

Jul 28, 2010 - Thu 28 July 2010, 04:00 CAT [1026 Reads, 0 Comment|(s]]. Text
size. Print. RESIDENT Doctors Assocciation of Zambia (RDAF) president Dr Crispin
Maoyo ... "As resident doctors, we want to reiterste that mobile hospitals are not
the best ... people oiticizing the procurement of mobile hospitals from China at
a cost of US3E3 ...

China lends Zambia US§53m for mobile hospitals - The Post

www postzambia com/post-read_article php?articleld=12003

Jul 27, 2010 - China lends Zambia US552m for mobile hospitals. By Florence
Bupe. Tue 27 July 2010, 04:00 CAT [2808 Reads, 1 Comment(s)] ...

China's Investment in Zambia | PRI's The \Woarld

woww theworld org/2011/0%chinas-investment-in-zambia/

Sep 28, 2011 - Zambians don't always lise the way Chinese businesses cperste
in their country. ... of — 8 352 millicn lean frem China for mobile hospitals
Zambia dossn't need ...
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Screenshot #5: Complete ResulissHuooject after Stageo

China gives Zambia 361m
yuan for mobile hospitals

Project Detai

Files:

. - Development
Dnr!or. China . Intent: Developmen (No files yet, please add one below!)
Recipient Countries: Status: Completion
Zambia — 100% Sector Comment: EE o (olledioz e
Commitment Year: 2010 Debt Uncertain:
T - : $49,571,611. ial:

otal Amount (USD-2009): $49,571,611.16 Commercial: T
CRS Sector: Health Line of Credit:
Flow Type: Loan (excluding debt Is Cofinanced:

rescheduling)

Flow Class: Vague (Official Finance) (Arbitrated)
Scope: Official finance

Verified: Checked

Visible to AidData users anly:
Robecoder says: Infectious & parasitic disease control (12250) (Source)

Description:

In 2010, the Chinese government gave Zambiz 2 361 milion Yuan concessional loan for the construction of mobile hospitals in the country. In April of 2011, the project was completed. The
hospitals wil play a large role in reducing maternal mortality rates and will bring health services closer to those who may not otherwise have access to medical faciities.

Capacity: 9 mobile hospitals

Participating Organizations: Contacts: Dates: Loan Details:

Dai Bingguo Start (Planned): Loan Type: Concessional
Start (Actual): Interest Rate:
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Appendix H: Variable Definitions

Belowis a glossary of the variables thsitiData'sTUFFteamtracks while collectingfficial

development finance daté/hile each project ID can only have one entry for each o t
variables under OProject Descri pt Orgamzationsi t i s
RecipientsSources, Amounts, and Contacts for a given project ID.

Project Description:
Variables under this heading provide quantitative and ejdali¢géi8vabout the nature and
scope of projertcords in the database

Project_ ID: Unique idenfiication number assigned to every project that is created in the
database. Within th& UFFdatabase, projects can be accessed by ID numbers by using the
OAccess project by I D6 function.

Donor: Entity providingassistancéo recipient country. This can be a sovereign state
multilateral organization providing assistance to a recipsenntry.

Title: Short phrase describing the nature ofjwenproject.

Year: The year in which magreementvasreportedly madebetween asupplier of

development financanda recipientfor a project If available, the agreement year is the year of
the formal signed commitment for a project; if commitment year is unavailableaor if
commitment has not been made, the year of the informal pledge is the agreement year for a
project.

Year_Uncertain: Marker for projects without any sources reporting a spectiedge or
commitment year. In these cases, the year of the earliest megiartrservesis codedas
ocagreementearo

Capacity: Any nonmonetary quantitative detail(s) about a given project that help define the

scope of the project. This variable is designed primarily feiral contributions in which

donors provide recipients #th a set quantity of goods and/or services. Common examples

include medical supplies, food aid, and technical specialists that perform training inside the

reci pient country. However, the o0Capacityd va
specify anonetary value. For example, a rural school that was built using a $1 million donation

may have a 0c ap a cThisidiosynaatic datdis particalarlg usefub for sargeted
searches in Stage Two.
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Description : 1-2 paragraptsumnary of theactivities supported by thproject. See pag#5 of
the methodology for a detailed explanation of how to record this variable.

CRS_Sector_Code: 3-digit sector classification based on OECD purpose codes, as below.
The CRS_Sector_Name is a fulldescription of the 2digit code.

Code| Name

110 | Education

120 | Health

130 | Population Policies / Programmes and Reproductive Health

140 | Water Supply and Sanitation

150 | Government and Civil Society (including peace and se@ystgms

160 | Other Sociainfrastructure andervices

210| Transport and Storage

220 | Communications

230 | Energy Generation and Supply

240 | Banking and Financial Services

250 | Business and Other Services

310 | Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing

320 | Industry, Mining, Construction

330 | Trade and Tourism

410 | General Environmental Protection

420 | Women

430 | Other Multisector

510| General Budget Support

520 | DevelopmentaFood Aid/Food Security Assistance

530 | Nonfood Commodity Assistance

600 | Action Relating to Debt

720 | Emergency Respse

910 | Administrative Costs of Donors

920 Suppo-rt tq Norgovernmental Organizations (NGOs) and Government
Organizations

Sector_Comment: Short phrasdor codersto documentadditionaldetailsregarding the
specific subsectoof the project. For projet s c od e d a s codeMshoutdlisteachdfor , 6
the known sectors in 0Sector Comment. 6



AidData

Open Data for Iternational Development

Status: Tracks the progression of a project. Labels include: Pipefiezige, Pipeline:
Commitment ImplementationCompleted,SuspendedCancelled

Status_Code : Coded interval for the "sdtus” variable. 0 = Cancelletl = Pipeline:
Commitment; 12 = Pipelind®ledge; 2 Implementation; 3 = Completedt = Suspended.

Active: Every project in the database is either active or inactive. Projects are initially esded
coactived and r emai n s uoode. Puojedt iD$ foundatdbe tuplidate® i na c t
of preexisting project IDs, as well as those that are not found to constitute a project, are

| abel ed as oOinactive. 60 | npmtentidl datagrgbsanflagect s ar e
subsequetly deleted from the database.

Active_Code : Dummy variable for "active" variable. 1=active; 2=not inactive.

Intent: Perceived intent of the finance provider. Categoies ver ed by odonor i nt

1 Development
1 Commercial

1 Representational

1 Mixed (some development)

1 Mixed (no develpment)

Intent_Code: Coded "intent" variatd. 1 = Development, 2 = Commercial, 3 =
Representational, 4 = Mixed, 5 = Mixed (No Development), 6 = Mixed (Some Development)

Flow: Details on how finanal flows goods or services are transferred from the donor to
recipient for a project. Flow typeinclude:

Joint Venture with Recipient
Scholarships/Training in Donor Country
Strategic/Supplier Credit

91 Debt Forgiveness

1 Debt Rescheduling

1 Export Credits

1 Foreign Direct Investment

1 Freestanding TechnicAksistance
1 Grant

 Loan

1

1

1
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Flow_Class: Coders are also instructed to assign all projects to arig¢he followingflow class
categories

ODA-like

OOF-like

Vague (@ficial Finange
Official Investment
Official Religious Aid 1
Official Religious Aid 2

= =242

More detailson these flow categorizations can be foundNppendix D For details on Official
Religious Aid, seAppendix Q

Note: While the above floategories were designedtuiately represent the complexity of Chinese
OfficiaFinance, theyuld easily be tailored to @myor under investigation.

Flow_Class_Code: Coded "flow class" variable. 1 = Unset; 2 = OBiRe; 3 = OOFlike; 4 =
Military; 5 = Vague (Official Finance); 6 = NGO Aid; 7 =€ov; 8 = CAGov; 9 = FDI+Gov;
10 = FDIGov; 11 = JV +Gov; 13 = Vague (Commercial Activities); 14 = Official Investment.

Line_of Credit: Marke to denotea projector financial arrangementhere the donor
extended a line of credit to a recipient entity. Bheredit may or may not be used in its entirety
by the recipient.

Start_ Planned: The announced start date for a project.

Start_ Actual: The start date of the implementation othe project.

End_Planned: The announced completion date for a projec

End_Actual: The actual date that a project was completed on.

Verified : Al | project | Ds are initially coded as or
for aproject,coderss el ect ei t her oSnghiciou€dh eTltke dfoorome 10 S2el e
for project IDs that appear relatively straightforward, while the latter categorization is for IDs

that contain potential errors. These errors may be due to conflicting data sources, seemingly

hyperbolic data sources, and/or utter lack of data to provadeerswith enough confidence to
mar k them as 0S2: Checked. 0
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Verified_Code : Coalesced binary variable for the "verified" variable. 0 = Raw and Suspicious; 1
= Checked.

Is_Ground_Truthing: A binary markero indicate the projects that have been visited by
professional enumerators to confirm project data

Organizations:
Donor and recipient organizations, both in the publicatrdgextor, whicire involved in
someway with the project

Funding_Agency : List of all organizations involved in funding the project that could be
identified. Includes each organization's type.

Recipient_Agencies : List of all organizations involved which are based in the recigetity
that could be identified.

Recipient_Agencies _Count: Number of recipient organizations involved in the planning and
implementaibn of the project that could be identified.

Implemen ting_Agency: List of all organizations involved project implementation that
could be identified. Includes each organization's type.

Donor_Agency: List of all organizations involved which are based in the donor entitity and
could be identified.

Donor_Agency_Count: Number of donor organizations involved in the planning and
implementation of the project that could be identified.

Is_Cofinanced: Binary marker forprojects with multiplecountries acting adonor (including
the donor of investigation where the financial amount provided by each donor separately
could not distinguished.

Recipients:
Variables under this section proetddsion the recipient entities of projects in the database.

All_Recipients : Countries and/or regions receiving development assistance fh@xdonor

entity. Followed with comma by suational location, if specified in repor{Bhis is a sovereign
stateunless otherwise specified within a research projédilowed with comma by sub

national location, if specified in reports. Each recipient entity is followed by the percentage of
funds being disbursed to that entity.
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Recipient_Count: Number of countries or regions receiving funding through the project.

Recipient_Condensed: Same as thedll_recipients” variable, but projects with multiple
recipients receive "Africa, regional” here.

Recipient_ COW_Code : GAll_recipient®, as coded by Correlates of War data.
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/datasets.htm

Recipient OECD_Code: Name of recipient country as coded by the OECD.
www.oecd.org/dataoecd/31/15/34107835.xls

Recipient OECD_Name: Truncated 3letter name of recipient country from the OECD
codebook.www.oecd.org/dataocecd/31/15/34107835.xls

Recipient_iso3 : 3-letter code for recipient country in ISO 3166 alpha3 (published by the
International Organization for Standardizatiolnftp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_3166 alpha
3

Recipient_iso2 : 2-letter code for recipient country in ISO 3166 alpha2 (published by the
International Organization for Standardizatidn)p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_3166 alpha?

Recipient_un_code : Three-digit code of recipient country as reported by the UN.
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49.htm

Recipient_imf_code : Three-digit name of recipient country as reported by the IMF.
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sta/cdis/pdf/060508g.pdf

Reources
Variable in this section document information about the sources used to create project IDs.

Factiva_Sourc es: URL(s) for all documentation found through Factiva during Stage One
searches.

URL: HTML link to a data source used in the creation of a project ID.
Doc. Type: Nature of the document used to create and/or add information to a project ID.

Labels inlwde: Government Sources (Donor/Recipientinplementing/Intermediary Agency
Source Other Official Sources (noionor, nonRecipient) NGO/Civil Society/Advocacy


http://www.correlatesofwar.org/datasets.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/31/15/34107835.xls
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/31/15/34107835.xls
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_3166-1_alpha-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_3166-1_alpha-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_3166-1_alpha-2
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sta/cdis/pdf/060508g.pdf
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Academic Journal Articl®©ther Academic (Working PaperMedia Reports, including
Wikileaks Social Media, including unofficial bldgther.

Title: Name of the news report, journal article, or official reports.

Publisher: The ministry, news agency, NGO, or journal that has released the resource.
Publisher Location: The country of origin of bhe resource.

Author: When available, include the writer of the resource.

Source Type: Origin of the source documented. Labels include: Baidu, Factiva, Google HK,
Google SA, Google US, Local Language Source, Other English Source

Date: Date that data sorce was published on the Internet.
Amounts:
Variables in this section describe the monetary and financial details associated with projects in

the dataset.

Amount: Monetary amounpledged orcommitted by the donor entity for the completion of a
project.

Currency: Currency associated with the monetary amount for a project.

Deflators_Used: Deflator used to convert project amount in original currency to 2009 U.S.
Dollars value

Deflators_2011: Deflatorusedto normalized from 2009 to 2011 dollars.

Exchange_Rates Used: Exchange rate used to convert project amount in origenralount to
2009 U.S. Dollars value

USD_Defl : Deflated monetary equivalent of reported monetary amount in reported currency
to 2009 U.S. Dollar¥’

7 To normalized financial commitments into 2009 dollars,usedGDP deflator data from the World Bank.
Because the base year varies for some countries, we sometimes needed to adjust the base year to 2009. This
change requires a simple algebraietion. Find the value that when multiplied with the 2009 deflator will have a
product of 100 (example 109.5217100). After finding X, multiplthe other deflators by that value. If done
correctly, the rate of change year to year will not change, butlthsee year will.
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USD_2011: Deflated monetary equivalent of reported monetary amount in reported currency
to 2011 U.S. Dollars.

Debt Uncertain: Debt reduction agreement in which the amount of debt reduced in the final
deal cannot be ascained.

Is_Official_Finance: Coded variable denoting Official Finance designation: 1 = is official
finance, 0 = not official finance.

Contacts:
Variables ithis sectiomprovide information on individuals associated with projects.

Name: Name of contact

Org: Organizational affiliation of contact

Info: Other miscellaneous details about the listed contact
Loan Details:

Variabls in this section provide key information on the terms of loans within loan projects
Loan_Type: Represens the general nature of the loan. Categories covered include: interest
free; concessional; neconcessional; no informaticand some information
Interest _Rate: Reported interest rate of the project loan, in percent
Maturity: Reported duration of the project loan, in years
Grace_Period: Reportedgrace perid of the project loan, in years
Grant_ Element : Grant element of thdoan, in percent. Uses gnt element reported by
project sourcesunlesst canbe calculateindependently with th€©ECD grant element
calculator (assumes 10 percent rate of discount, 2 payments per annum, and equity principal
payment).

Health of Record:

Variables in this sestpyovide information abthé sources use to create project entries and missing
fields and ambiguitiepmject records. S&ppendix Mor full scoring methodology.
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Source_Triangulation : Scorethat rates projects based on the types of sources (media,
acaemic, donor/recipient government, other official, NGO).

Data_Field_Completeness : Scorethat rates projects basedn the number of missing data

fields critical to understanding the project.

oVague @Qfnfciecoi aflorFifnn ow cl ass or oVague TBDOG

f

0
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Appendix |: TUFF Crowdsourcing Protocol

The TUFF methodology is designed to provide multiple layers of scrutiny for every project
entry with an even more rigorous standard e¥idencefor large projecs. We opened project
records to user feedback to provide an additional avenue to refine project data. To maintain a
fully transparent and replicable methodology, this section introduces our process for
adjudicating betweenew sources otrowdsourcedfeedlack and existing project information.

AidData staffand facultyhave created a protocol to determine whether to edit a project
record in response to a user comment. The arbitrator will first assess the reliability of the
user 06s s our c eerpragectaesourves (resoarceaanling lwelovi) two different
project sources conflict onraobjective point of facicommitment date, status, project amount,
etc.), AidDatastaffwill pull fromthe most verifiableesource type topopulate the disputed
data field.

A datapoint is considered most verifiable if it has the following characteristics (in order):
1. Distributed by a reliable and accountable source (see rankings below)
2. Two or more independent sources report same dgtaint
3. Distributed by a wiely circulated source (g AP or BBC)
4. Secific and detailed

Rankimg of Resurce Types based on Reliability of Project Data
Officialgovernment source, from @onor or recipient government agency
Implementing or intermediary agency report/website

Other official Source (g World Bank, CIA, etg
Peerreviewedscholarlyarticle

Other scholarlyoutput, including working papers and dissertations
NGO, civil society, or advocacy group report/website

Media reports, including Wikileaks

Social media, includingolgks from any unofficial source

ONok~wh R

If two sources conflict that are in the same level on the hierarchy (eg two media sources report
conflicting project amounts), then the AidData staff member must arbitrate by explicitly stating
within the project descriptiora) the source of this conflict and b) the reasoning for the

proposed solution.

We encourage users to provide evidence whemmenting on a project recorddowever, to
ensure data qualitAidData staff revievand curateall commentgrior to publication To
evaluate the validity of comments without a citation, AidData stisthrepeat Stage Two
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Google search for the project looking for the most recent information.
What user -generated content will AidData staff review first?

By priority:
1. Project variakes (amount, status, etdrequire source for verification.
2. Alterations to project descriptionRequire source for verification.
3. Opinions on project performance, quality, or necessity
4. Other non-substantive opinions
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Appendix I Google Scholar Searches

Objective Refine project entries with information from higimd publications, reports, and
peerreviewed journal articles. Increase diversity of resources supporting a project entry.

Process

1. Type search term into Google Scholar search ba r
A

a. Master Seart

[donor country] OR [donor demonym] OR [donor countr*] AND [recipient

country] OR [recipient demonym] OR [recipient countr*] OR [capital of country]
AND assistance OR grant OR loan OR concession* OR donat* OR donor OR
interest -free OR interest OR prefere ntial OR "joint fund" OR invest* OR finance
OR package OR aid

Exampléel: China OR Chinese OR Chin* AND Angola OR Angolan OR Angol* OR Luanda
AND assistance OR grant OR loan OR concession* OR donat* OR donor OR intérestOR
interest OR preferential ORjoint fund” OR invest* OR finance OR package OR aid

Example2 Qat ar OR Qatari or Qat* AND Yemen OR
assistance OR grant OR loan OR concession* OR donat* OR donor OR intf@stOR
interest OR preferential OR "joint fund” R invest* OR finance OR package OR aid

Figure 1: Example of Master Search

Go« ,gle China OR Chinese OR Chin* AND Angola OR Angalan OR Angol* OR Luanda -~ (GO
Scholar # Wy Citations -
I Aticles Did you mean: China OR Chinese OR Chin* AND Angola OR Angola OR Angela® OR Luanda AND assistance OR grant OR loan OR concession®™ OR donat™ OR
donor OR interest-free OR interest OR preferential OR "joint fund" OR invest” OR finance OR package OR aid
Case law
iy library tror1 1 Angola and China: A Pragmatic Partnership [PDF] from no-ip.org
'y library | Campos, A Vines - 2008 - africadata.no-ip.org
... This relationship has often been misunderstood. This section aims to clarify and map out the
. investment and commercial profile of China in Angola. ... Financial Cooperation The bulk of Chinese
Any time financial assistance in Angola is reserved for key public investment ...
Since 2014 Cited by 81 Related articles Cite  Save More
Since 2013 ) . )
Since 2010 Whose aid? Whose influence? China, emerging donors and the silent revolution in development [PDF] from jstor.org
Custom range assistance Find It @ W&M
ge-.. N Woods - International Affairs, 2008 - Wiley Online Library
... Equally important te an evaluation of the claim that China is imperilling debt relief efforts is a
Sort by relevance breakdown of where its ... It has been estimated from unpublished World Bank data that Chinese
Sort b&’ date new financing commitments for infrastructure have gone to Angola (40 per cent ...
Cited by 209 Related articles  All 6 versions  Web of Science: 63 Cite Save
¥ include patents Africa and China: A strateqic parinership? [PDF] from leidenuniv.nl
 include citations J Looy - 2006 - openaccess.leidenuniv.nl
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2. Browse titles for relevant articles

a. Click on any articles relating to o0inte
assistancebo
b. Check if resource record existstype [article LRL] into china.aidata.org search
bar in OResourceso page
c. If article contains relevant projedevel information:
i. Create resource record for resource
i. Use O0OsaveoO feature below article tit
Scholar

3. Extract relevant inform ation from articles

a. If project record exists:
i. Match resource with project record
ii. Revise project descriptions accordingly
iii. Add additional information not found in previous resources
b. If project record does not exist:
I. Create complete record with relevant infmation
ii. Cite resource

4. Engage in relevant post -scraping work

a. Scrape owor ks cit ed déeadrelevanbartibldd iemegtr ap hy 6
steps 24

b. Use o0r el at ed a@achrelecahtarticle¥repeat stepset f or

c. Us e ohcyi & efde aeatualeeantfarticted repeat steps 24

d. Optionat Use oOWeb of Sciencedé6 feature for e

Advantages

1. Provides a systematic process to scrape through-Bigth publications

2. Creates arepositoryforhige nd publ i cati ons edturer ough oMy L

3. Generates indices of <citations to track re
feature

Additional Features

1. Google Scholar Alerts
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To further streamline the collection of higénd publications, we employ alerts fgeneral
searchem Google Scholar and for theitationsndex of each article. Doing so allows us to track
the newest publications and further develop our repository of kégid publications.

For each search entry into Google Scholar:

a. Check ol i st al e aldrtsiaes notalready existifoethetsdaxht a n
entry

b. Create an entryd type general search into alert query

Figure 2: Example of Alert for Search Query

Google
Scholar Create alert List alerts
Aledtquery.  China OR Chinese OR Chin* AND Africa AND assistance OR grant OR loan OR concession® OF

Email:  tuff aiddata@gmail com

Number of results Show up to 20 results =

Update results CREATE ALERT

Sample results since 2014:

[HTIAL] The Impact of Rising Chinese Trade and Development Assistance in \West Africa

For each articleds oOcited byo page:

a. Check ol i st alertsdé to ensturfeont htat e aar tai
ocited byd page
b. Click ocreate alerto at the bottom of a
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Appendix K: Mining Aid Information Management Systems

The diversity of recipient operated tracking systems for incoming aid mean&#sanusthave
a range of strategies for extracting data on a donor of interest from these systems. This
appendix offers several strategies for how to access depacific information on a typical aid
information system.

Export all projects for as a spreadsheet

One way to extract project information for a donor of interest is to export all project records
from an aid information management system. This option is attractive because it provides a
stable list of projects for a recipient. Some AIMS will sometimessb@ved from public view

or have records removed without notification.

1. To export the al/l project records from an
the project fields for export.

2. For the first column sel ect mndg;seleadllatleer Agenc
variables provided (this will vary by system). These typically include: Title, Description,
Commitment Amount, Disbursement Amount, Sector, Location, Status etc.

3. Once you have selected the variables of interest, export the finabpeeladsheet as a
CSV.

4. Next, the project manager or senior RA can assign the csv. to an RA to add new project
records or amend existing entries.

Report Page




